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PREFACE 
Women are said to be better of the society and are supposed to enjoy all 
privileges and comforts, at par with man. But the reality is not that beautiful. 
Despite all the sloganeering, tall claims and official schemes, women in our 
social fabric are very much vulnerable to all sorts of threats, dangers and even 
fatal assaults. Women always suffer in silence, suffer from physical and 
psychological abuse filled with terror and pain. They are very rarely assaulted 
by the stranger on the street. Most of them are victim in their own homes by 
men whom they trust and love in marital relationship which in turn results in 
domestic violence. Domestic violence, or violence perpetrated by a person 
known to the victim, is not limited to any one class and culture. It has been 
identified as a serious problem through the decades which has been recognized 
nationally and internationally. Family has now become a centre of exploitation, 
assault and violence ranging from slapping, hitting, homicidal assault by one 
member of the family on the other to husband and in-laws harassment for 
dowry or for any other reason. 
Chapter 1, is the introduction of the concept of violence against women 
and understanding of domestic violence through different definition and 
identifying its various forms and types, the study also deals with literature 
review. 
Chapter 2, traces the status of women in India from Vedic time to the 
present day. It gives a view of womens status from Vedic age where she 
occupied a exalted position in the society, hut the dark age of womanhood 
started with Manu who turned her into bonded labour and with the advent of 
Islam, she was almost in the four walls of the houses. Though 21^' century saw 
tremendous changes and various laws were passed for the betterment and 
amelioration of women, still women is going through various kinds of 
humiliation, discrimination and violence. 
Chapter 3 deals with understanding of domestic violence in urban 
setting. The study deals with a brief view to understand an urban area and the 
tendency of urbanization in India. It focuses the problem of married women 
and girl child, that the way they are the victim of domestic violence. The area 
which is highlighted in the chapter is some selected metropolitan city of India 
in which domestic violence takes place. This chapter also deals with the types of 
domestic violence in urban setting like dowry and dowry deaths, wife battering, 
female infanticide and foeticide and abuse of girl child. It also deals with the 
causes of domestic violence in urban setting. 
Chapter 4, deals with the laws of domestic violence with a critical view. 
It analyses the laws, for the problem which has been discussed in the preceding 
chapter. 
Chapter 5, is that of conclusion and sn9,gestion. It is concluded that 
domestic violence against women is the most vicious crime which is on rise. 
No, doubt, the law has tried to check the domestic violence, which is evident 
from the very acts passed by the legislature and amendments made in the 
provision of the existing law from time-to-time, but it has fail to evoke the 
desired initiative from the victim on account of slow, inappropriate ineffective 
implementation of laws. The result is that victims prefer silent suffering over 
long protestation. Efforts can be made to remove the problem of domestic 
violence from the face of society by developing some kind of consensus, 
warranting a strong and vigorous state and voluntary action. 
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CHAPTER! 
INTRODUCTION 
Violence affects the lives of million of women worldwide in all socio-
economic and educational classes. It cuts across cultural and religious barriers, 
impeding the rights of women to participate fully in society. Violence against 
women takes a dismaying variety of forms, from domestic abuse, rape to child 
marriages and female circumcision." A woman belongs to an endangered 
species, leading the life of a dependent, both emotionally and financially from 
birth to death. There are chance that a female life may be snuffed out before 
she is bom or she may be abandoned after birth or remain as a neglected 
member of the family. She is the target of all types of assaults both at home 
where she is bom as well as at her marital home. This is a universal feature." 
As a near universal phenomenon gender based violence threaten the well being, 
rights and dignity of women. 
In the Platform for Action, the core document of the Beijing 
Conference, Government declared the "violence against women constitutes a 
violation of basic human rights and is an obstacle to the achievement of the 
objectives of equality, development and peace".^ 
In contemporary society domestic violence which was in earlier days 
contended in gender neutral terms as family violence has become a 
phenomenon of increasing concem. The concept of patriarchy is the root cause 
behind all such violence taking place. Patriarchy denotes a system 
characterized by male dominance over women. In context of the family, it 
becomes a "system originating in the household where in the father 
dominates". This structure is reproduced throughout the society in all spheres 
of life. Patriarchal society manifests subordination of women by sexual 
division of labour. The patriarchy comprises of two components, its structure 
and ideology. The structural aspect is manifested in the hierarchical 
organization of social institution and social relation. It is a rationalization of the 
inequality and subordination, which is accepted by those who are in 
subordinate position.'* The patriarchal societies such as India, women are not 
only socialized about being silent about the experience of violence but 
traditional norms teach them to accept, tolerate and even rationalize domestic 
violence. 
Gender violence manifest itself in various forms, female foeticide and 
infanticide, sexual abuse, incest, molestation, sexual harassment at work and on 
streets, marital rape, domestic violence in the form of wife assault and women 
battering. In some spaces there exist culture specific forms of violence against 
women like female genital mutilation in some African countries and 
harassment/murder/beating for dowry in India. Discrimination continues by 
way of access to adequate food, prompt medical facilities, burden of house 
work, care of siblings and so on leading to lack of education and consequent 
lack of awareness and empowerment and imparting skills. Vulnerability is 
further compounded by early marriages and early child bearing and the 
disastrous consequence of same on health of women. In India specifically child 
marriages further accentuate the girls vulnerabihty. The reproductive age is. for 
a lot of women, punctuated with physical, mental and emotional abuse by their 
husband.^ 
The presence of children in violent relationship creates additional stress 
for women who may fear for their safety. Children who survive domestic 
violence may experience a number of difficulties. This may include stress 
related illness, lack of trust, unnaturally good behavior taking on the mother 
role, an acceptance of abuse as normal guilt, isolation, shame, anger, lack of 
confidence, fear of a repeat or return to violence. There is relationship too 
between domestic violence and children abuse. Over one half of the men who 
use violence against their wives also abuse their children. Violence against 
women is the major precipitating of child abuse. Children whose mothers are 
battered are more than twice as likely to be physically abused.^ 
Domestic violence is one of the few phenomena which cut across ever\ 
imaginable cultural, political, socio-economic, ethnic, religious and educational 
boundaries and absurdly enough not only appears to be directly proportional to 
a women's education but also prevail among the well educated society.^ The 
incidence of violence of all forms within family has gone up. Even today, 
various forms of violence against women are prevalent our society, though 
many cases remain unreported due to cultural norms, apathy or ignorance. 
They may manifest themselves directly in wife beating, abduction, eve-teasing, 
verbal abuse or verbal rebukes. Women on many occasion are victimized by all 
sorts of discrimination, deprivations and obstruction in goal achieving and 
responses. Inflicting and experiencing violence in many subtle forms causing 
and suffering mental pain in day-to-day life, ways of our world in inter-
personal relationship. The cruelty, hate that exist in ourselves is expressed in 
the exploitation of the weak by the powerful and the cunning. The worst part of 
the problem is that women today are not feeling safe and secured even in the 
family. The concept of home sweet, home is no more, so far many women, who 
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suffer violence against themselves by the members of the family. 
According to the National Crime Records Bureau, there were 
1,55,553 crimes committed against women in 2005 out of which 68,810 of 
them were related to domestic violence.^ 
According to the 'Crime Clock 2005' of the National Crime Records 
Bureau which lists crimes reported under the Indian Penal Code, in 2005, there 
was: 
One case of cruelty by a husband and his family every 9 minutes. 
One molestation every 15 minutes 
One rape every 29 minutes 
One sexual harassment case every 53 minutes 
One dowry death every 77 minutes.'° 
In the last four decades, there has been an alarming increase in the 
incidence of violence within and outside the family. Today, we hear more 
about wife beating, dowry deaths, sexual crimes and even reversion to 
medieval practices like 'Sati'. Over the years, the nature of domestic violence 
has changed, now it has assumed following characteristic: 
1. Difference between the husband and wife and increasing divorce is 
becoming common. 
2. Men are marrying more than once, partly because they can get a neu girl 
and partly because of dowry. 
3. Human feelings are gradually evaporating. A man resorts even to murder 
the wife if he does not get the expected dowry. 
4. The growing dowry system is gradually making the baby girl unwanted. 
People are restoring to foeticide and sometimes, baby girls are even killed 
after birth. 
5. Women are ignored in house work and outside home. They are suffering 
innumerable tortures from their in-laws and husband. They are frequently 
beaten up and denied food and shelter.'' 
Domestic violence is not simply a legal problem, which can be 
eradicated by appropriate legal measures alone. It is very much a social and 
psychological problem and can be tackled adequately by bringing about 
fundamental changes. 
1.1 CONCEPTUAL EXPLANATION OF VIOLENCE 
Violence, in general, is a coercive mechanism to impose one's will over 
another, in order to prove or feel a sense of power. It can be perpetuated by 
those in power against the powerless, or by the powerless in retaliation against 
coercion by others, to deny their powerlessness. Any hierarchical system of 
social organization, where there are categories of dominant groups and 
subordinate groups, is inevitably accompanied by the victimization of the latter 
through various means - subtle pressure through the power of ideology, 
through mechanisms of socialization that reward compliance and punish 
noncompliance and also through open force. 
Gender based violence is quite common in almost all the developing 
countries. Though mostly identical, yet, some of the customs which are 
reflected in the culture of each particular societies differently, create important 
distinction. It is a harsh reality that the women in India has been ill-treated 
through ages in our male dominated society. She is deprived of her independent 
identity and look upon as a commodity. She is not only robbed of her dignity 
and pride by the men outside, but also may become a victim of cruelty by her 
saviors within the four walls of her own house, it may even go up to the extent 
of forcing her to commit suicide or she may be burnt to death for various 
reason including that of dowry. Violence against women is an obstacle to 
equality, development and peace and that opportunities for women to attain 
legal, social and political equality are constantly being limited by violence. 
DEFINITION OF VIOLENCE 
The term violence against women following the declaration of UN 
Commission on the Status of Women (1993), is usually defined as "any 
social act of gender-based violence that results in or is likely to result in, 
physical, sexual or psychological harm or suffering to women, including threats 
such as acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of liberty, whether occurring in 
public or private life". 
Broadly, violence against women can be divided in two categories: 
(a) Physical, sexual and psychological violence occurring within the 
community, including rape, sexual abuse, sexual harassment and 
intimidation at work, in educational institutions and elsewhere, trafficking 
of women and forced prostitutions; 
(b) Physical, sexual and psychological violence occurring in the family, 
including battering, sexual abuse of female children in the household. 
dowry related violence and other traditional practices harmful to women, 
non spousal violence and violence related to exploitation.'^ 
Gelles and Straus (1979) defines violence as "any act carried out with the 
intention of, or perceived intention of causing physical pain or injury to 
another."'^ 
The Task Force on Male Violence Against Women of the American 
Psycological Association defined violence as "physical, visual, verbal, or 
sexual act that are experienced by a women or a girl as a threat invasion, or 
assault and that have the effect of hurting her or degrading her and/or taking 
away her ability to control contact (intimate or otherwise) with other 
individual.'^ 
The Encyclopedia of Social Science defines violence in the social 
context as the "illegal employment of methods of physical coercion for 
personal or group ends... which is distinct from force or power"... a purely 
physical concept. It goes beyond the dictionary meaning of the term 'violence" 
as nearly the exercise of physical force so as to inflict injury or damage to 
persons or property both spiritual and non-spiritual. The "illegality" and 
"illegitimacy" of social science well differ on situational norms and social 
context. There has been overlapping between "force" and "violence" on one 
hand and "discrimination" and "oppression" perpetuated on the female folks as 
a group. For all these reasons, "social violence" is roughly defined as the illegal 
use of physical, mental and social concern or use of threats for personal or 
group ends reflected broadly in our traditional social structure and present day 
in development process. Here, the 'coercive' aspects (physical, psychological 
and social), 'threats' for harm (battering, killing, insulting, isolating, 
molestation and rape, eve-teasing) and the 'discriminating' and 'oppressive' 
aspects (subjugation in different walk of life i.e., child rearing and child 
bearing, employment, low wages, education, health, denial of opportunities for 
dissent etc) are included.'^ 
1.2 MULTI DISCIPLINARY TERM OF VIOLENCE 
Violence has become a multi-disciplinary term as different social 
scientists have used it in their own way. As violence against women include 
types of social, psychological, economic, political violences, it has got to be 
analyzed in different social scientific perspective. 
Social violence: According to sociologist Elise Boulding, structural violence 
refers to the structural pattering of the family, to the cultural norms and values 
and also political and economic system of a particular society that determine 
who will injure and who will endure. Some individuals are deprived of 
societies benefits and are rendered more vulnerable to sufferings than others. 
Structural violence establishes physical violence. Women experience both 
structural and behavioral violence. In all societies, where patriarchal family 
structure prevails, women are protected by the patriarch from other men, but 
they become victims of men in their own families. In many societies, women 
are not allowed to bom even (foeticide) or female children are killed for fear of 
financial burden in their marriage. Pregnant and lactating women are ill fed and 
may face risk of death in child birth in many societies. Most pitiable conditions 
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are of single women like unmarried, widowed deserted or divorced. 
The social violence means illegal use of force or threats for use of such 
force by the patriarchal social order and their agents (e.g., men) against women 
folks in general for perpetuating the goals of that group (e.g.. men) for 
subjugating women physically, socially and psychologically.'^ 
Socio-psychological violence: The socio-psychologist, Moyer (1976) defines 
violence as a form of human aggression that involves inflicting physical 
damage on persons or property. For psychologist, violence and aggression are 
twin terms but with certain differences between them. Allen (1948) uses the 
term aggression in both constructive and destructive senses, where as violence 
is used only in destructive senses. Aggression can be sublimated in intrusive, 
assertive or domineering behavior such as humor sports, scientific research etc. 
but violence cannot be sublimated. It can only be redirected or substituted. 
Social-psychologist have dealt with inter-personal behavioral violence. The\ 
have tried to define violence in terms of human aggression which intlicls 
physical injury. In violence against women, cases of female infanticide, bride 
burning, dowry murder, rape, women battering etc. may be included which 
involve physical injury.'^ 
Economic violence: According to economist, too, violence may be used by the 
ruling against the exploited class. To Marx, the state is an organ of class rule. 
an organ of oppression, and force used by the ruling class to keep the exploited 
class in subjugation. Women are on many occasion, deprived of job 
opportunities. They may suffer from wage discrimination. Female labours are 
exploited, non-working women may be exploited economically in families too. 
Single women like unmarried, divorced, separated or widowed have to face, 
economic tortures off and on. They should not be ignorant about their 
economic rights and come forward to face the situation.^^ 
Political violence: Political scientist, Mehden (1970) has differentiated 
between two types of political violences, establishment violence and violence 
and the violence of the masses and the classes. The term violence has been 
taken differently in these two types of political violence. Mills (1956) opines 
that "all politics is struggle for power, the ultimate kind of power is violence". 
Karl Marx suggested that 'the state is an instrument of oppression in the hands 
of the ruling class'. In all these statements, the term violence is used as, a 
causal Jink between politics, power and violence. Establishment violence 
against women, here, means deprivations or discriminations of women rights 
and privileges. 
Gurr (1970) suggested that violence by the masses and classes may be of 
three types: 
1) Turmoil (manifested in strikes, riots, demonstration) 
2) Conspiracy (mamfested m poUtkal murd^ Y, terrorism, guerUla war. 
mutinies or coups) 
3) Internal war (shown in dissolution of the state) 
Violence, taken in this sense, has become a type of public participation 
in politics. The public, in a democratic set up, can influence government in 
making type of decision. Incidents of riots, demonstrations, strikes, terrorism 
are increasing if the public is suppressed by the government. The conception of 
political violence by the masses should encourage women that if the state 
deprives them of their rights and privileges, women, as class, should raise voice 
and protest against the authorities and should not remain as a silent helpless 
mass. '^ 
1.3 DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
The most endemic form of violence against women is spousal abuse, or, 
more accurately, abuse of women by intimate male partners, while forms of 
abuse range from humiliation and economic co-ercion to physical brutality, the 
abuse itself is universal occurring in developed, industrialized countries with 
same frequency as in the developing world.^ ^ Domestic violence is a term 
which refers to violence against women especially in matrimonial home. The 
seeds of violence in the subordination of female lies in their subjection to male 
authority and control. This relationship between women and men has 
institutionalized in the structure of the patriarchal family and is supported by 
the economic and the political institutions and by a belief system, including a 
religious one, that makes such relationship seem natural, morally just and 
sacred.^'' 
Domestic violence, it seems as a greater leveler. It victims transcend all 
barriers of education, economic dependence, age and social strata. According 
to a survey conducted by the National Commission for Women, in 2004 60 to 
80 percent women in India were abused in some way by their spouse, 42 
percent were beaten physically and 22 percent were asked to leave their home 
for a day morning to evening. "' 
WHAT ACTUALLY CONSTITUTES DOMESTIC VIOLENCE? 
The concept of violence has been described by Gelles (1979) as "an act 
of striking a person with the intent of causing harm or injury but not actuall> 
causing it". Strauss (1980) has described violent act "as an act where there is 
high potential of causing injury". Domenach (1981) has described it as "an act 
of a person which encroaches upon the freedom of another" Megargee (1982) 
has defined violence as "the overtly threatened or overtly accomplished 
application of force which results in the injury or destruction of person or their 
reputation".^^ 
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DEFINITION OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
Sociological Definition: "Domestic violence is a pattern ol abusive 
beliaviours used by one individual intended to exert power and conirol o\ci 
another individual in the context of an intimate relationship"." 
According to the Black's Law Dictionary, "Domestic violence means 
violence between members of a household usually spouses, an assault or other 
violent act committed by one member of household against another". 
Domestic Violence Against Women (Prevention and Protection) Act 
of 2005, under Section 4 of the Act define Domestic Violence as: 
"An act of omission or commission or conduct which: 
• Harms, injuries or endangers the health, safety, whether mental or 
physical, and includes physical abuse, sexual abuse, verbal and emotional 
abuse and economic abuse. 
• Harasses, harms with a view to coerce her or anyone related to her for a 
dowry, or property, or valuable security. 
• Threatens by conduct mentioned above 
• Otherwise injuries or causes harm, whether physical or mental to the 
aggrieved person."^* 
L4 ANALYSIS OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
Constitution of India has declared equality of sex as a guiding principle 
but in reality the family emerges as a unit where subordination of women to 
men and junior to senior pervades. According to Anjali Maydeo, lecturer 
Karve Institute of Social Service, Pune, that family with its underlying basis 
of hierarchical structure (gender, age and economic status) and sexual division 
of labour is a unit where violence is used as a tool to maintain the structure of 
the family and to ensure the continuation of the assigned roles. Violence 
inflicted on women in the internal life of the family; in so called "privacy" of 
the home extends beyond it, and so it should be understood in its total 
context.^^ Domestic violence has been analyzed in three ways. 
(a) Psycho-analytical theories 
(b) Social earning theories 
(c) Socio-political critique 
(a) Psycho-analytical theories: These theories focus upon stress, an.\icl>, 
anger, and guilt instilled during child rearing. They frequently depict the 
abused women as masochistic or exhibiting "learned helpless". The men who 
batter, from this perspective are fearful and hateful toward women because of 
the child rearing they have received. 
(b) Social learning theories: Admires of the social activists of the theor\ 
consider the abuse an outgrowth of learned patterns of aggressive 
communication to which both husband and wife contribute. These theories 
consider family as "cradle of violence" where violent behavior is 
intergenerational i.e., bitterer learns to be violent by watching or experiencing 
the violence of his parents. Especially in Indian context most of the adult" s rule 
and behavior learned where the aggressive and submissive behavior b> male 
and female respectively, has a social sanction. 
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(c) Socio-political theories: These theories give emphasis on domestic 
violence as being manifestation of patriarchal and hierarchical (class and caste) 
social structure. It excludes women from political, business and religious 
leadership. Women are forced into subordinate position by two process 
• Discrimination that block women from being in influential position. 
• Ideology of innate inferiority which is often enforced by religious \aiue. 
and glorification of feminine virtues. The aggression and dominance as 
masculine virtues and sacrifice tolerance, etc., as feminine virtues are 
emphasised right from childhood through plays, play materials, songs, 
saying and idioms. 
Even though wife beating is a universal phenomenon, in Indian families, 
domestic violence is not only inflicted by husband alone but the entire 
husbands family participates in it, especially the "mother-in-law" emerges as 
dominating figure who inflicts violence or harasses the daughter in law.^° 
1.5 FORMS OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
Domestic violence constitutes in various forms with a wide range of 
acts, which may include physical, sexual, psychological, emotional, economic 
abuse that one person in an intrimate or family relationship uses to control the 
other. It may be manifested in different ways across the life span. 
(1) Physical abuse: Physical abuse may include, hitting, slapping, kicking, 
beating, arm twisting, over burdening with work, choking, burning with fire or 
acid, using intrimidation and depriving of food, clothes and medicine. 
15 
(c) Socio-political theories: These theories give emphasis on domestic 
violence as being manifestation of patriarchal and hierarchical (class and caste) 
social structure. It excludes women from political, business and religious 
leadership. Women are forced into subordinate position by two process 
• Discrimination that block women from being in influential position. 
• Ideology of innate inferiority which is often enforced by religious value, 
and glorification of feminine virtue:. The aggression and dominance as 
masculine virtues and sacrifice tolerance, 3tc., as feminine virtues are 
emphasised right from childhood through plays, play materials, songs, 
saying and idioms. 
Even though wife beating is a universal phenomenon, in Indian families. 
domestic violence is not only inflicted by husband alone but the entire 
husbands family participates in it, especially the "mother-in-law" emerges as 
dominating figure who inflicts violence or harasses the daughter in law.^ ° 
1.5 FORMS OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
Domestic violence constitutes in various forms with a wide range of 
acts, which may include physical, sexual, psychological, emotional, economic 
abuse that one person in an intrimate or family relationship uses to control the 
other. It may be manifested in different ways across the life span. 
(1) Physical abuse: Physical abuse may include, hitting, slapping, kicking, 
beating, arm twisting, over burdening with work, choking, burning with fire or 
acid, using intrimidation and depriving of food, clothes and medicine. 
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(2) Sexual abuse: It includes incest, genital mutilation, child prostitution, 
forcibly showing pornography, sexual harassment, forcible sexual intercourse, 
continuous reproduction due to lack of choice, forced sexual relations with 
other family member and marital rape. 
(3) Economic abuse: It leads to financial dependence, lack of opportunities 
(education, employment, decision making) not allowing control over one 
mcome. 
(4) Psychological and Emotional abuse: Psychological and emotional abuse 
is any threats that are made or carried out with the intent of financial or 
emotional injury, black mail or humiliation, constant verbal rebukes, it includes 
depriving of love, care, affection, support, sympathy and appreciation. 
Restricting freedom of choice, taunts/ insults, threatening, ignoring/ being 
indifferent, false accusations of extra-marital affairs, forcible sex determination 
test, forcible abortion, depriving sexual needs, inflicting mental anguish and 
isolation.^' 
1.6 CAUSES OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
Causes of domestic violence have been identified under two main 
categories: 
1) First one is the individual problem such as unemployment, stress, 
poverty, physically challenged, lack of material resources. 
2) Second may be identified as systematic and structural patriarchal control 
of men over women. It is the gender power relation between men and 
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women based on the ideology of male superiority and female inferiority, 
sex-stereotyped roles and expectations, and dependency of women over 
men and the control of men over social, economic and political resources 
is the major cause for being treated as commodity or property by men, 
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and for her tolerance of domestic violence. 
1.7 TYPES OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
a) Dowry: There has been an alarming increase in the incidence of dowry 
related violence, it can be understood as an issue arising out of the socio 
cultural constructions of the images and the role of women in the institution of 
marriage.^"' The institution of dowry is closely associated with the size in 
industrial capitalism and the commercialization of economy and consequent 
wealth based status competitions. Dowry is serving as a means to a family to 
make a public display of its social status of on the occasion of daughters 
marriage."''' The genesis of dowry death lies in the tension created by persistent 
damands, accompanied by torture, for dowery. The greed for money, the 
aggressiveness increased by resistance to the demands, and the case with which 
the weaker sex can be exploited all culminate in the determination of some 
other person to take the womans life.^ ^ Dowry related problem usually arise out 
of three contexts such as: 
• failure to pay remaing part of dowry. 
• inability to fulfil extra demands made by the bride grooms family. 
• the general dissatisfaction of grooms family about the gifts or items given 
by the girl parents.''^ 
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Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961 
In this Act, dowry was defined as any property or valuable securit\ 
given or agreed to be given directly or indirectly by one party for marriage to 
other party. In the recognition of the fact that this dowry is the genesis of 
domestic violence in the matrimonial home the Dowry Prohibition Act 
criminalises the giving and taking of dowry. 
b) Bride Burning: Bride burning is a shame on our society. Obviously, 
because it is basically an economic problem of a class which suffers both from 
ego and complex. Unfortunately the high price rise and ever increasing cost of 
living compled with enormous growth of consumer goods, effacing differences 
between luxury and essential goods appear to be luring even the new 
generation of youth, of the best service, to be as much as a part of dowry 
menance. Dowry killing is a crime of its own kind where elimination of 
daughter-in-law becomes immediate necessity if she or her parents are no more 
able to satiate the greed and avarice of her husband and their family members. 
The increasing malady of bride burning is the cause of deep rooted social evil 
of dowry. It is an offence brutal and barbaric. It is generally committed inside 
the house and more often with a circumstance to give an impression that it was 
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a suicidal death. Every day we read in newspaper many cases of bride 
burning for bringing insufficient or no dowry. An interesting feature of this 
violence is that in the majority of cases of bride burning, the trouble is 
engineered by some women against their own sex. It has been usually found 
that attitude of a women as a mother is different from that as a mother-in-law.^'' 
The Section 498A of Indian Penal Code deals with a husband of a 
woman subjecting her to cruelty, where as it is section 304B of IPC which 
deals with the problem of dowry death. For this type of crime the Code of 
Criminal procedure (mainly Section 174 and 175) lays down the procedures 
and principles of investigation into crime. 
Code of criminal procedure sec. 174 sub section (3). 
(i) When the case involved is a suicides by a women within seven years of 
her marriage, 
(ii) The case related to the death of a women within seven years her marriage 
in any circumstance raising a reasonable suspicion that some other person 
committed an offence in relations to such women: or 
(iii) The case relates to the death of a women within seven years of her 
marriage and any relative of the women has made a request in this, behalf 
(iv) The police officer for any other reason consider it expedient to do so.''^ 
c) Female Infanticide and Female Foeticide: Female infanticide the murder 
of new bom female babies and abortion of female foetus are the tragic drama of 
female life in India. Kolloor (1990) defines "infanticides as killing of an 
entirely dependent child under one year of age who is killed by mother parents 
or others in whose care the child is entrusted".'" Female infanticide still 
continues, which is evident from the falling ratio of girls to boys. Though 
people do not show much concern about the problem of female infanticide yet 
in the year 2000, 104 cases of female infanticide were reported, which show an 
increase of 19.5 percent over 1999 in which 87 cases of female infanticide were 
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reported/^ according to a 2005 study, twenty million female fetuses may have 
been aborted in India over the last two decades. 
Some female fall prey to violence before they are bom, when expectant 
parents abort their unborn daughter, hoping for sons instead. Amniocentesis has 
opened the door to the revival of female infanticide in a form which can be said 
as female foeticide. Amniocentesis, which is popularly known as a "sex 
determination" test and whose real purpose is to detect abnormalities in the 
foetus, was introduced in India some year ago.'*'* With the advancement of 
medical technology and sophisticated techniques are now being misused by 
which the sex of the foetus can be determined during the pregnancy of the 
women and the foetus is aborted if found to be female. A study of 
amniocentesis procedures conducted in a large Bombay hospital found that 
95.5 percent of foetus identified as female were aborted, compared with a far 
smaller percentage of male foetuses.'*^ 
The Pre-conception and Pre-natal Diagnostic Techniques 
(Prohibition of Sex Selection) Act, 1994. 
The act recognizes that domestic violence is also perpetrated in forced 
termination of female fetuses. This act prohibits sex selection not only after 
conception but even before conception on any tissue, embryo, concepts, fluid 
or gametes destined from either man or woman or from both of them.""^  
d) Cruelty by Husband: Violence towards women in the context of marriage 
becomes more significant when a husband who is supposed to love and protect 
his wife beats here. For a women being battered by a man who she trusted 
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most, becomes a shattering experiences. The violence can range from slaps and 
kicks to broken bones, torture, and attempted murder and even murder itself. 
Wife battering is the most prevalent form of domestic violence against women. 
High level of family conflicts, stress and violence in society, family 
socialization in an environment marked by violence cultural norms and sexual 
inequalities are noted as causes of wife battering.'*^ The life of a beaten women 
is isolated and under constant fear, 30 far this has been unspoken problem, 
hidden behind shame and embarrassment. 
Many causes may be responsible for wife battering as pointed by Ram 
Ahuja in his empirical study of 60 self-identified cases, (i) Wives under 25 
years of age have higher victimization rates; (ii) wives younger to their 
husbands by more than five years run a greater risk of being battered by their 
husbands (iii) low-income women are more victimized, though family income 
is more difficult to associate with victimization (iv) family size and family 
composition have little correlation with wife beating (v) assaults by husbands 
generally do not involve severe injury; (vi) the important cause of wife 
battering are sexual maladjustment, emotional disturbances, husbands inflated 
ego or inferiority complex, husbands alcoholism, jealous, and wife's passive 
timidity; (vii) exposure to violence of assaulter in his childhood is an important 
factor in wife battering; (viii) through illiterate wives are more vulnerable to 
husband's than the educated wives, there is no significant relationship between 
beating and the educational level of the victims; and (ix) though wives with 
alcoholic husbands have higher rates of victimization, it has been observed thai 
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most of the husbands beat their wives not in a state of drunkness but while 
they are sober. 
The Dissolution of Muslim Marriage Act, 1939 (DMMA) 
The DMMA stipulates cruelty as a ground for divorce. Cruelty is 
defined to include. 
• Habitually assaulting the wife or making her life miserable by cruelty of 
conduct even if such conduct does not amount to physically ill-treatment. 
• Associating with women of ill-repute or leading an infamous life. 
• Attempting to force the wife to lead an immoral life. 
• Disposing the wife's property or preventing her from exercising her legal 
rights over it. 
• Obstructing the wife in the observance of her religion. 
The Hindu Marriage Act, 1995 
Under the HMA, cruelty is a ground for divorce as well as judical 
separation. However the term has been understood to mean acts of physical as 
well as mental cruelty. 
Other Matrimonial Laws 
The special marriage act, 1954 (SMA), the Indian Divorce Act (IDA), 
and the Parsi Marriage Act (PMDA) all allow 'cruelty' as a ground for divorce 
However, none of the acts elaborate or details the nature of cruelty. Domestic 
violence would certainly qualify as cruelty under these statutes.^° 
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e) Incest: Incest is defined as sexual intercourse between close relatives within 
prohibited degrees of relationship. According to Encyclopedia of Crime and 
Justice, incest means as marriage, co-habitation or sexual intercourse between 
persons of specific degrees of consanguinity or affinity where marriage is 
prohibited. The term is derived from the Latin word incestus which means 
impure. The dictionary meaning of the incest is the sexual intercourse within 
the prohibited degree of relationship defined by law, like daughter and father, 
sister and brother, son and mother and relation by affinity or consanguinity. 
Incest is highly sensitive subject where the girl child is sexually abused within 
the family by her own relatives. The evidence by most expert -shows that 
between 85 to 95 percent of all sexual crimes against children under 18, are 
committed by some one whom the child knows and 80 to 90 percent are intra-
familial. The perpetrator is a parent, sibling, grant parent, aunt, uncle or cousin 
or some one close to the child like the step parent. 
Legal provision on the subject of incest including sexual abuse of 
children are not direct and hence weak as the law does not differentiate 
between sexual abuse by the parents or relatives of a child. The fact is that such 
kind of child abuse which is committed by the most trusted people, highly 
damage the psyche of the victim. Therefore, such kind of incest case must be 
dealt with more sternly and quite differently. What is required is a spate law 
addressing specifically all sorts of cases and circumstance of incest and sexual 
abuse of the child.^ ^ 
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1.8 OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY 
The main objective of the study is to identify the nature and extent ol 
domestic violence that takes place in urban setting. The urbanization process 
leads to several social problems in cities, which ultimately has an impact on 
women and their status as well. 
The analysis of the study is based on secondary sources, collected from 
articles, newspapers, journals and information has been collected through 
National Family Health Survey-1 and 2 which focuses the experience of 
domestic violence against women in India. The present study attempts to 
achieve the following objective: 
1. To identify domestic violence in the context of married women and the 
abuse of girl child. 
2. To explore the changing status of women in India. 
3. To study the causes of domestic violence in urban settings. 
4. To study the types of domestic violence in urban settings. 
5. To examine existing laws on domestic violence. 
1.9 REVIEW OF LITERATURE 
A study done by, Sheila Rebello (1982) surveyed 50 battered women, 30 
were from rural area and 20 were from urban area. The study was done in 
South Kanara district of Kamataka. This urban women surveyed were from 
Mangalore while the rural women were from nine villages in three taluka of the 
district. In 20 cases, the information was collected through informal talk, while 
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for the other 15, infomiation was collected from counsellors. Her findings have 
revealed that the existence of wife beating cuts across the class, education, age 
groups, religion, duration of marriage, number of children, type of marriage 
(love or arranged), dowry paid in marriage, type of family Goint or nuclear), 
alcohol intake by husband and the occurrence of extra-marital affairs by any 
spouse. However, there were certain immediate causes of beating, it include 
husband's drunkness, demand for money from wife, conflict on household 
expenses, forcing sexual intercourse, suspicion of wife's infidelit>, disputes 
regarding decision-making, husbands affair wih another uomen etc. Issues 
identified were religious and cultural which have structure against women and 
give them low status, legal system and mass media which are insensitive and 
pitted against women, the patriarchal family structure, the frustration 
experienced in the class society and attitude of the family and neighbours 
towards the wife beating. She also looks into the reason why battered women 
continue to live with their husbands and believes that the only hope for 
removing battering is unity and struggle by all women for their rights.^ '* 
In another similar study Flavia Agnes (1984) in her study "Violence in 
the Family: Wife Beating" studied 25 middle class and 25 working class 
battered women. She found that prevalence of violence cuts across age and 
socio-economic class barriers (half of them were having jobs). Half of women 
in their sample were beaten within the six months of their marriage and having 
children did not decrease the violence. The immediate cause of violence was 
arguments over money, jealousy and suspicion about woman's character. 
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instigation by in-laws, house-work, alcohol, woman's desire to work outside 
home or her esteem, disputes overchildren and extra-marital affairs of husband. 
This study mainly recorded physical and sexual violence against women. 
However, it provides a record of the kind of injuries suffered, viz. deep cuts 
requiring stitches, broken bones, miscarriage and nervous breakdown. It also 
noted that most of these women did try to find some assistance, which 
included, going to parent's home, staying with friends, staying alone, seeking 
advice from counselors and religious heads, complaining to police and going to 
rescue house. This study have gone through a qualitative analysis. This study 
also examines behaviour of police towards the battered women, the inadequacy 
of existing laws and above all critiques the functioning of the traditional rescue 
and shelter houses.^^ 
Govind Kelkar (1985) in her study indicated that women burning is 
prevalent all over the country, it is mostly acute in Delhi, Haryana, Punjab, the 
Western U.P. and the Saurashtra region in Gujarat. According to her. the 
maximum "dowry deaths" in the Western U.P. were reported from 1 hakur and 
Brahmin caste groups. She mentioned that these caste groups are higher caste 
and have a recorded history of female infanticide. She said that the Gujarat 
Suicide Enquiry Committee report of 1960s noted that 90% of suicide cases 
were of women in Gujarat. This report stated that 867 women committed 
suicide due to "family tension" (as against 302 men) and particularly in the 
cases of poorer women, the causes of the tension were often related to dowry. 
Analysing the dowry problem she contends that the dowry in India stems from 
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women's subordination in the structure of material production, the organization 
of marriage and family and the sexual division of labour; these created gender-
specific personalities which tend to value their role as the principal one in the 
national economy and "bread-winners" and supporters of the family, while 
women are excessively undervalued for their dependence, ignorance of outside 
world and pre-occupation with children and household chores. 
There have been a few empirical studies on cities as the "Town Size and 
Crime" by Sivamurthy (1986) based on Madras, where he advocated that rising 
crime rate in developing countries is not related so much with social change but 
it is related to the complexity of urbanization and industrialization. The size of 
the population and the size of a city are factor for violent crimes. A high degree 
of positive correlation is found between size of town and occurrence of crime. 
The study on media reflects the urban way of life is characterized by extensive 
conflicts of norms and values, rapid social change, increased mobility of 
population, emphasis on material goals and individualism. Heterogeneity of 
large cities and naturally exposed the great diversity in norms and values. This 
moral decay in the crowded towns results in the break-down of law." 
Ram Ahuja's (1987) study on "Crime Against Women" deals with the 
empirical observation on rape, kidnapping, dowry death, wife battering and 
murder defined power and authority as motivation for violence against the 
vulnerable groups. The study also identified, to prevent abuse of women in 
society, it is necessary to socially redefine violence, strengthen women's 
organizations and encourage a humanistic approach.^* 
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Madhurima (1996) has done a study of domestic violence in India 
reported in the book 'Violence Against Women: Dynamics of Conjugal 
Relation', sought to determine the nature, extent, frequency of wife abuse; to 
identify the correlates of physical violence directed by husbands against wives; 
and to reveal the coping mechanisms used by victim. Data were gathered from 
200 interviews and 8 case studies conducted among a social classes in the city 
of Chandigarh. It provides an overview of the problem of wife abuse, including 
a review of the literature on the incidence of violence, on precipitating factors 
and on coping mechanisms. It discusses the widespread nature of the incidence 
of violence and examines the correlates of physical violence against wives in 
terms of demographical variables, social variables and dependency. The study 
identified the factors that were responsible for wife abuse were younger age at 
marriage, lower class status, and dependency provide an enabling context for 
victimization.^^ 
The article written by P. Sen (1996) discusses the findings on domestic 
violence against women in Calcutta, during 1994-95 and other evidence from 
around the world. The Beijing Conference on women affirmed that physical. 
sexual, and psychological abuse of women occurs regardless of income, class, 
or culture. The author found fi-om interviews with 47 abused Indian women 
from mixture of backgrounds that middle-class women were the most private 
and difficult to interview. Findings from interviews suggest that women can 
resist or challenge the abuse by men, and resolution is the end to abuse. 7"he 
research aimed to identify factors that enhanced and resolution. Over 66% ol 
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abused women responded by informing others or offering resistance. Single 
women and mothers were vulnerable due to stereotyping and economic 
insecurity. Some abused women were unaware of their rights or did not seek 
help from agencies as illiteracy interfered with exchange of pertinent 
information. 70% of the women stated that after reporting the violence there 
was resolution. For sexual violence, resolution did not occur, and Indian law 
does not treat marital rape as a criminal offense. Most of the abused Indian 
women had contacts with governmental or otiier organizations. It appears that 
outside support is important to resolution and non-violent relationships. 
Employment that is home-based isolates women and may not be useful as a 
resource for achieving resolution. Groups need to focus on capacity building.' 
Varalaxmi Janapathy (2002) in her study 'Indian Women Through the 
Ages' has identified status of women in ancient, medieval and modern times. 
She has explained that over the eras women in India have been victim of all 
sorts of exploitation and tortures. The author gives an overview of women from 
ancient times who have received very respectable position in the society, to 
medieval times where women have gone through various exploitation and 
tortures and in modern times women was surrounded with evil practices like 
child marriage, prostitution and they were dominated by patriarchial restriction. 
She also explains how various reformers have prohibited such evil practices 
against women in Indian society. Finally with independence, the constitution 
had granted equality for women in all spheres of life. Since independence much 
has been done for bettering the lot of the fair sex and lot has written on the 
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subject. This study covers women's state and there status over the ages, which 
make it fundamental study in the discipline and which is very comprehensive 
and exhaustive. 
Doel Mukerjee (2005), in her empirical study 'Women and Urban 
Crime' which gives an explaination of crimes against women and its 
correlation to the geography of urban space and time. The incidence of crimes 
against women over geographical space has been dealt through an 
understanding of two different environments, that of the developing and the 
developed country. It is a comparative analysis of two different urban areas 
Kolkata and Tomoto. The researcher has identified the high crime rates against 
women in Tomoto as compared in Kolkata. The relatively larger statistical 
evidence in Canada are due to the large number of reporting of cases due to 
greater awareness levels of women, the society and the law enforcement. The 
contrary was the case in India where reporting is restrained as people do not 
want to come to terms with offences which are not discussed both within 
families and the community as it is a social stigma, making the offence go 
unrecognized. Through two empirical case studies the spatial context of crime 
has been explained, especially how socio-economic parameters and the 
environment can play a role to promote crime and disorder in a city.^ ^ 
The empirical study done on "Violence Against Women: An Analysis of 
Contemporary Realities" by Bedabati Mohanty (2005) based on the state of 
Orissa. The author has identified the causes and impact of crimes like dowry 
torture and sexual violence against women, and the impact of education and 
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economic condition on the occurrence of such crimes, effectiveness of 
redressal mechanism and family as well as societal response to such atrocities 
have been dealt with and on the basis of findings and some measures have been 
suggested for preventing and controlling violence against women as there has 
been an alarming rise in the violence and atrocities against women in the 
society, where as the dowry menace is spreading its dimension and women are 
treated as commodities for satisfying the whims of men. 
The study of 'Domestic Violence Against Women: Legal Control and 
Judicial Responses' by Preeti Misra (2006) gives an understanding of violence 
against women that takes place in four walls of the house. The purpose of her 
study is to identify domestic violence in a vast context which is an age old 
phenoma. Domestic violence in all its forms has increasingly over the last two 
decades been recognized nationally and internationally as a serious problem, 
which either been condemned or ignored. It has spread its ways from female 
infanticide to dowry harassement, wife-battering, bride-bruning, incest, elder 
abuse etc. The author have inspired this study by every day newspapers 
reporting which carry out news of some incidence where a married women has 
been murdered by her husband or in-laws because her parents could not satisfy 
their lust for dowry, or where a married women has been forced to commit 
suicide because of the act of cruelty and violence perpetrated against her, and 
by the reporting of more minor sexual offences, indecent assault or indecency 
with children and by the causes of incest where a girl child is sexually assaulted 
by her own close blood relatives within prohibited degree of relationship. The 
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study deals with concept of violence against women and also traces the historv 
of domestic violence in Indian society. The author explains the differeni 
theories for causation of domestic violence such as feminist, family system. 
cultural and integrated approach theory have been discussed. The study deals 
with legal responses to domestic violence and also police and judicial 
responses.^'' 
The study of'Domestic Violence: Issues and Perspective' by M. Shenoy 
(2007) gives a view of domestic violence in intimate partner violence. The 
research crosses disciplinary lines, including social and clinical psychology, 
sociology, psychiatry, criminology and criminal justice research. The siud> 
includes court based technology developments and new research related to the 
duration and intensity of woman battering. It also examines the myriad legal 
issues and health problems facing the most neglected and vulnerable battered 
women and latest Indian Domestic Violence Act.^ ^ 
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CHAPTER-2 
STATUS OF WOMEN IN INDIA 
'Status of Women' is a preety'worn-out theme. Much has been written 
and much has been spoken on the subject and yet one has to go on harping on 
the same theme for a simple reason that women has not attained her full status 
and it is necessary to remind her of it so that she may continue her efforts till 
the goal is reached. 
The term 'status' signifies the sum total of the various culturally 
ascribed roles one has to play and the rights and duties inherit in a social 
position. Besides the ascribed status,'there is also the 'achieved status' which 
results from one's efforts and personal achievements. The concept of status is 
used to indicate the ordering of individual in terms of attributes such as, level 
of education, occupation, income, perception of one's status within the home 
and in the community, decision-making role, number of restrictions imposed on 
one's activities, freedom and so on.' 
In India, women has enjoyed great freedom and prestige, but due to 
unhappy impact of alien ideologies, inhuman restrictions clamped upon them, 
they were relegated to a position of servility and insignificance and they were 
burdened with several taboos and restrictions.^ 
The image of a women in India is visualized as Shakti (Energy). She is 
described in all our ancient text as the force underlying creation and divinity. In 
several words like Jaye, Patni, Mahila, Stree, Ardhangini etc women is exalted 
to the position of glory and grace. 
The position of power, status and disabilities of the daughter, the wife, 
and the widow went on changing in course of time. Women enjoyed 
considerable freedom and privileges in the spheres of family, religion and 
public life, but as centuries rolled on, the situation went on changing adversely. 
The position which women occupied in Hindu society at the daun of 
civilization during the Vedic Age is much better than what we ordinarily expect 
it to have been. The present chapter attempts to provide a historical context to 
study the status of women in India. The attempt here is onl> to pro\ ide a 
general overview and not to go in the details of periodisation and its 
controversy. 
2.1 STATUS OF WOMEN IN ANCIENT PERIOD 
In ancient times women have not been excluded from religious rites nor 
relegated to an inferior status. In early times, mother-right and matriarchy 
preceeded patriarchy, in the development of human societies. The status of 
women in early agricultural societies was comparatively high. Women were 
considered to be only creators of \ife, they were also the providers of foods, and 
helpmates of men. They were considered to be supreme symbols of fertility 
itself. Thus there was widespread worship of mother Goddess in the form of 
many powerful deities.'' 
As per R.C. Majumdar {Ancient India) the women was the pivot in the 
family. Family life was interwoven with her. Expression like Jaye Dastan (The 
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women in the house) echo this sentiment. The woman was kept on a golden 
throne so far her status is concerned during the Rig-Vedic Period. She could 
exhibit her talent in public places but had to work within a framework of rules. 
But a man was Neta (leader) and women Neetha (the lead). The word Dampati. 
indicates that the wife and husband constituted one unit. In one context the 
husband, an idle monger bemoans that, he is responsible for the pitiable 
condition of his wife. (R.V.X. 34)^ 
The position of women in Vedic period can be judged by the way in 
which the birth of a girl was received. One of the hymns of Rigveda considered 
the birth of a daughter as inauspicious. But there were prayers for the birth of a 
son in Atharva Veda which says, 
The birth of a girl, grant it elsewhere; here grant a boy. 
In the Vedic period women participated in all the fields like men and 
took active part in every sphere of human life. During that period, women 
enjoyed a fair amount of freedom. Women studied in Gurukul and enjoyed 
equality in learning Vedas. For a long time, girls in higher societies were 
allowed to undergo Upanayana rite. The great women like Ghosa, Apala, 
Lopamudra, Visvara, Gargi, Atreyi, Indrani, Yami and other had distinct 
qualities of art, music, dance and even fighting in the battle.^ 
Girls were married after attaining puberty. They were instance of 
Swayamvara where the women had the right to choose her husband.** If for any 
reason a daughter remained unmarried, she was expected to live under the 
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protection of her father and after her father's death under the control and 
protection of her brother.^ 
During this period asceticism was not of great prominence. The main 
disadvantage from which the wife suffered in the Vedic age was that she could 
neither hold nor inherit property. The only property they assimilated was their 
bride-price at the time of the girls marriage which was known as Stridhana. 
The widows of this age was permitted to remarry. These practices seems to 
have been accepted as normal from the Vedic period onwards. 
Sati or burning of widow in Rigveda were not found. On the other hand. 
the Vedic hymns refer to remarriage of widows rather than their self 
immolation." Widow re-marriage by the niyoga form was permitted where by 
a widow could wed her brother-in-law or the man belonging to her husbands 
caste. This however was more to maintain the family institution, then as a 
special preference for the sex life for a widow. 
Thus the position of women during the Vedic period is clearly manifest 
to be equal. Women as a daughters, sisters, wives and mother had equally 
honoured places in the family, society and state alike. Thus, in all aspects they 
had equal rights with men and were their equal partners, friends and helpers all 
through. The right of niyoga shows how a widow was very liberally treated in 
those days. The legal status of the widow was the same as that of the wife.'^ 
During the Post-Vedic period the position of women was not the same. 
This was the period of later Samhitas, Brahmanas, and Upanishads. There was 
a gradual decline in the status and education of women. The desire to get a son 
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to provide for the future, become quite intense and daughters came to be looked 
upon as encumbrances and the marriage age of the girls continued to be around 
16. Among the Kshatriyas, Swayamvara was fairly common in practice. The 
social and familial status of the daughter deteriorated in the Post-Vedic period. 
Women were not allowed to participate in performance of sacrificial 
ceremonies. They eventually began to lose touch with the Vedas and were 
pushed back to domestic duties. Having lost their importance as comrades of 
men in public activities, they came to be honoured merely as mothers. The 
discontinuance of Upanyana, the neglect of education and lowering the 
marriage age produced disastrous consequences regarding the position and 
status of women. Early marriages became a hindrance in the education of girls. 
Women came to be regarded as being of the same status as the Sudra. During 
this period on the one hand women was being idealized and on the other she 
was given a very degraded status.'^ 
The deterioration in the status of widow commenced from the epic 
period. Widowhood was considered both undesirable as well as inauspicious. 
The position of widows became more pitiable because Sutras ordered a widow 
to avoid, for a duration of year, the use of honey, meat, spirits and liquor as 
well as sah and sleep on the ground (Mahabharat, XIII, 5.5.7)'^ 
The rise of Brahmanism during the Smriti period became detrimental to 
the status of women. All the sages, prescribed a life of strict discipline and 
penance on widow on their whole life. The custom of niyoga was condemned 
by Smrities writers when chastity became the main qualification of marriage. 
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Manu disapproved the custom of niyoga and declared it was fit for cattle 
only.'^ Thus, widow marriage was prohibited. The practice of Sati was 
recommended by many of the later authorities and was well established by the 
end of 6''' century A.D. The law-givers forced the widows to lead a life of 
austerities, fasting and abstinence from pleasure. 
The period of Smriti or Pre-Islamic period according to Altekar was one 
of the progressive deterioration in the position of women. In the history of 
India, these dark and depressing days of total injustice, intolerance and 
inequality will remain as the darkest spot for ever. There were varied and many 
reasons for the deterioration or fall in the position of women. 
There are contradictory views regarding the position and status of 
women while some of the earlier authorities have described women as abodes 
of more evil than good, the progressive and liberal thinkers are in favour of 
women. They have gone to the length of worshipping her as a living image of 
the Divine Mother. In Manu Smriti we find two contradictory statements:' 
1) Where women are honoured, there gods dwell. 
2) A women is to be protected and sheltered all through her life by her male 
relatives - by the father during her childhood, the husband when a 
housewife and the son during her widowhood. 
In the Thirteen Principles of the Upanishads, there is explicit 
justification of the forcible sex violation on women by a man -
If she should not grant him his desire, he should bribe her. If she 
still does not grant him his desire, he should hit her with a stick 
or with his hands, and overcome her, saying: "with power, with 
glory I take away your glory! Thus, she becomes inglorious" 
(Brihad Aranyaka, 6.4.7)^' 
During this period the age of marriage was tlxed at eight. Ihe 
commentators were of the opinion that the parents would be committing sin. il 
the girls age exceeded eight years. Only in Kshatriya families girls were 
married at the age of 14 or 15. Gradually, the practice of marriage of child-
widows was stopped. Widows were ordained to lead a strict ascetic life. Thus, 
the life of women was worse in Smriti period as she was suppressed due to 
deeply entrenched patriarchal belief. 
2.2 STATUS OF WOMEN IN MEDIEVAL PERIOD 
The invasion of the country by Muslim in 11"^  century brought about the 
position of women in the worse condition, their life became insecure. 
Restriction on her rights and freedom and her resultant hardship were 
aggravated. Women were forcibly taken away to be slaves or to marry into 
Muslim homes. The consequent insecurity and instability further narrowed 
down woman's social liberties.^^ 
Polygamy and the purdah were two of the most important social 
institution of the Muslim conquerors of India. Under the purdah system, not 
only were women required to live in a apartment in the house, but also they had 
to dress in an apparel which completely covered their body excepting the eye.^ "* 
Women faced a number of hardship and cruelty due to evil practices like child 
44 
marriages, the purdah system, sati, widowhood, prostitution and the devadasi 
system.'^ ^ 
Along with the insecurity and uncertainty which prevailed in the Mughal 
period, the practice of purdah became rigid and women were forbidden even to 
visit the holy shrines. Both Hindu and Muslim women lost all their liberal 
activities and became the property of their male masters. Widow-remarriage 
was prohibited in general. The practice of tonsuring of widows was prevalent 
among many high castes until recently. From 12'*' century A.D. onwards the 
tonsure of widows became prevalent all over India. It was common more in the 
South than in the North of the country. Though the cruel practice is dying out, 
it is still practice by some orthodox sects of Brahmins in Southern India. 
Once widow marriage was prohibited, society desired to make the 
widow as unattractive as possible so that no man could over want to marry her. 
Widows had to follow strict rules and restrictions. So they frequently preferred 
Sati to the tiresome life prescribed for them. Most widows voluntarily ascended 
the funeral pyres of their husbands.^^ The practice of Jauhar was also quite 
common where women folk immolated themselves 'en-masse' on a burning 
fire which was very much popular particularly among the Rajputs.^' 
Several Muslim emperors discouraged Sati and adopted measures to 
prevent it as far as possible, but did not succeeded. This era led not only to the 
degeneration of women's physical, mental and social life, but her rights in 
educational, social, religious and economic field also lowered gradually.^^ The 
Bhakti movement also played an important role in raising the status of women. 
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The evil practice of Sati received some set backs, the movement encouraged 
religious participation, more and more women participated in the religious 
congregation and it was not considered disrespectfiil. 
In the history of India, the 18"^  century was a period of all round decline. 
It was the darkest period so far as women were concerned. Political decay 
following the disruption of the Mughal empire and disorder due to the advent 
of various European powers, combined with fossilised custom, tradition, 
superstition and irrational bigotry, ruined the nation. Under the new conditions, 
women lost their independent identity. They did not enjoy a separate world of 
their own. They were totally and forcefully subjugated to male superiority 
physically and intellectually. 
2.3 STATUS OF WOMEN IN BRITISH PERIOD 
Towards the end of 18^ century, social conditions in India came to such 
a low level that neither the rulers nor the people's leaders could control them 
easily. Some unusual nations crept into the minds of people and took very deep 
roots. Ideologically woman was considered a completely inferior species, 
inferior to the male, having no significance, no personality; socially she was 
kept in a state of utter subjection, denied any right, suppressed and oppressed. 
During this period there were three social evils that changed the very 
image of the society: 
1) Polygamy became very common among all sections. Men could easiK 
take a second wife even when the first wife was alive, without any 
hurdles. 
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2) Prostitution became rampant. To arrange melas and nauch parties with 
dancing girls became a symbol of status. Society never considered the 
habit to be beneath the dignity women became more things of luxury. 
3) Child marriages became very common. Young India in an article entitled 
Evils of Child Marriage dated 26"' August 1926 throws more light on this 
aspect and the society for prevention of child marriages. In 1931 it 
published the following details given in the table 2.1. 
Table - 2.1 
Age 
iyrs) 
Below 1 
1-2 
2 - 3 
3 - 4 
4 - 5 
5 - 10 
10-15 
Marriages 
{Percentage) 
0.8 
1.2 
2.0 
4.2 
6.6 
19.3 
38.0 
So, it can be concluded from the table-2.1 that even below 1 year of age. 
one girl in every 100 was married. Even for girls below 15 years the same was 
the position. When in 1921, there were 9066 married girls before one >ear b) 
1931, there number increased to 44082. 
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As child marriages was favoured widowhood also became rampant. 1 he 
number of widows was 759 in 1925 and then strength increased to 1515. within 
10 years, which is mentioned in table-2.2. 
Table - 2.2 
More Particulars About Widows 
Age 
(yrs) 
Below 1 
1 - 2 
2 - 3 
3 - 4 
4 - 5 
5 - 1 0 
10-15 
Number 
1515 
1785 
3485 
9076 
15019 
1,05,482 
1,85,339 
On account of child marriages, women became mothers at a very early 
age and many died during child birth. As a result, death rate among women 
went up. On an average, the number of the dead per year were 2 lakhs. To put 
in other words, 22 died per hour. Sati was another evil that took its toll. 
In 1815 - 1828, the number of women who died in Bengal itself is as 
follows in table 2.3^ *^ : 
4X 
Table-2.3 
Year 
1815 
1816 
1817 
1818 
1819 
1820 
1821 
1822 
1823 
1824 
1825 
1826 
1827 
1828 
No. of Dead 
378 
442 
707 
839 
650 
598 
654 
583 
575 
572 
639 
518 
517 
463 
1 
However, it is clear that with the increase in the evil custom the status of 
women was affected in many ways in India particularly due to -
(i) patriarchaljoint family system; 
(ii) polygamy and sati system; 
(iii) enforcement widowhood; 
(iv) child marriage and purdah system. 
Because of child marriages to too much older men there was an increase 
in the number of widows. Both child marriage and the purdah custom led to 
low literacy rate among women. Their entry into social, political, and religious 
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function was prohibited. They were depressed to such an extent that they could 
not comprehend there own freedom and independent personality. 
The pitiful and pitiable plight of the widows who were forced to commit 
Sati attracted the attention of good number of enlightened Indians and the 
British under the leadership of Raja Ram Mohan Roy and Lord William 
Bentick. Inspite of the strong opposition, a historic resolution of great 
importance was passed on December 14, 1829, by which sati was made "a 
crime of culpable homicide punishable with fine imprisonment or both". 
The widow was ill-treated by her inlaws and kinsmen as the virtual 
destroyer of her husband. She was never allowed to appear cheerful and wear 
bright clothes or ornaments. She had to drudge along day and night and was the 
victim of all kinds of insolence by other women of the household including 
servants. The tragedy became all the more poignant if the widow happened to 
be a child. Therefore, in order to improve her lot, the British passed the Hindu 
Widows Remarriage Act, 1856. This act was enacted to remove all the legal 
barriers to remarriage of Hindu widows.^' Child Marriage Act III of 1872 
abolish child marriage and fixed the minimum age of marriage at 14 for the girl 
and 18 for the boy, permitted widow remarriage and penalised polygamy 
among the Brahmo Samaj.^^ 
The reform movements of the last century, therefore concentrated on 
mitigating the hardship and handicap of women and then on elevating their 
position. The Brahmo Samaj of Raja Ram Mohan Roy, the Prarthana Samaj of 
Ranade, the Arya Samaj of Dayanand Saraswati, all aimed at ameliorating the 
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lot of women and shedding the dross that Hinduism has gathered over the 
ages." 
The familial, social and legal position of the Hindu women was greatly 
improved during the British period as compared to the Muslim period. 
Although a small section of women took advantage of these measures and 
privileges given, their initiation was indeed significant. During lndia"s struggle 
for independence thousand of women took part under the leadership of 
Mahatma Gandhi, Sarojni Naidu, Vijayalaxmi Pandit and Kasturba Gandhi 
were some of the unique women personalities. Gill has rightly observed about 
the achievements with regards to the status of women during the British 
period.^'' 
2.4 STATUS OF WOMEN IN POST-INDEPENDENCE PERIOD 
After India became independent, the status of women changed 
altogether. The laws in force were different in different provinces before 1947. 
Under the leadership of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, the first Prime Minister of 
India, B.N. Rao Committee was formed to work out the necessary changes in 
society. The members of the committee toured the four comers of the country 
and obtained the opinions of the people and based on their recommendations in 
1955, some important Acts were passed. The special Marriage Act, Hindu 
Marriage Act, Hindu Succession Act, Act of Maintenance were passed by the 
parliament Hindu Minority Guardianship Act, Hindu Adoption Act were 
passed in 1956. Inequality of women was removed in all aspects. The woman 
was given, nationally equal status in all respect.^^ Thus, a legal framework 
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within which women's right can be protected existed in India. Human rights 
jurisprudence has constitutional status and a great deal of reUgious laws was 
codified soon after India achieved independence. Parliament has also passed a 
number of Acts which inter alia, specifically protected women's right. These 
Acts include: 
The Hindu Marriage Act, 1955. 
The Hindu Adoption and Maintenance Act, 1956. 
The Immoral Traffick Prevention Act, 1956. 
The Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961. 
The Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act, 1971. 
The Indecent Representation of Women Prohibition Act, 1986. 
The Commission of Sati Prevention Act, 1987. 
The National Commission for Women Act, 1990. 
The Prenatal Diagnostic Techniques (Regulation and Prevention of 
Massive) Act, 1994.^ ^ 
In spite of these laws even today women are ill-treated and are in 
subordinate position. The law, in itself is nothing more than an instrument of 
social change. As said by Jawaharlal Nehru, "Legislation cannot by itself 
normally solve deep-rooted social problem. One has to approach them in other 
ways too, but legislation is necessary and essential, so that it may give that 
push and have that educative factors as well as the legal sanctions behind it 
which help public opinion to be given a certain shape".^^ 
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The UN Commission on the Status of Women in its 25"' report lias 
recommended to all member states the establishment of National Commission 
or a similar body with a mandate to review, estimate and recommend measures 
and priorities to ensure equality between men and women and the full 
integration of women in all spheres of national life. Acting on this resolution 
and on the demands of several woman organizations, the Government of India 
set up a Committee in 1971 known as the Committee on the Status of Women 
to evaluate the changes that had taken place in the status of women as a result 
of the constitutional, legal and administrative measures adopted since 
independence and to examine the impact or the complex process of social 
change on various section of women, and suggest measures to enable women to 
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play their full and proper role in building up the nation. 
Apart from these so many legislation passed for women, even today the 
birth of girl in an average Indian family is not considered to be rejoicing event, 
as the birth of a boy. Crime against women have increased, over 4,000 cases of 
rape were reported in 1979. Dowry deaths, molestation eve-teasing etc. have 
increased considerably. Most of the post independence social reforms like the 
dowry abolition and the laws against child marriage have proved ineffective. 
Social welfare work is on papers where it is acted upon seriously, there is 
corruption and mismanagement.^' 
As table 2.4 shows crime headwise incidence of reported crime during 
1996 to 2000 along with the percentage variation. So far, as foeticide is 
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concerned, there has been an increase of 49.2% in 2000 over 1999 and 133.3% 
over 1996. 
Table 2.4 
Incidence of Crimes Against Children and Women - All India (1996-2000) 
SI. 
I. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
Crime Head 
Foeticide 
Infanticide 
Incest 
Dowry death 
Torture/ Cruelty 
Sati Prevention Act 
Dowry Prohibition Act 
Year 
1996 
39 
113 
-
5513 
35246 
0 
2647 
1997 
57 
107 
-
6006 
36592 
1 
2685 
1998 
62 
114 
-
6975 
41376 
0 
3578 
1999 
61 
87 
402 
6699 
43823 
0 
3064 
2000 
9] 
104 
363 
6995 
45778 
0 
2876 
% 
variation 
in 2000 
over 1999 
49.2 
19.5 
-9.7 
4.4 
4.5 
-
-6.1 
% 
variation 
in 2000 
over 1996 
133 3 
\ 
-7.9 
-
26.8 
29.8 
-
8.6 
Source: Calculated from NCRB (Relevant years) 
This increase may be attributed to development of modem science and 
technology. Infanticide shows an increase of 19.5% in 2000 over 1999, but a 
decrease of 1.9% over 1996 at national level. Those who can not resort to 
foeticide due to poverty, lack of resources and education, still believe in 
infanticide. Cases of incest (rape by relatives and near ones) which came to be 
reported from 1999 onwards shows a decrease of 9.7% in 2000 as compared to 
1999. It is an irony, though the cases of incest are rising (if media reports are 
believed) reporting is less due to stigma attached with the crime. Actual 
incidence of incest is unknown in India due to fear of harassment, shame and 
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social disapproval. 363 cases were reported in 2000 as compared to 402 cases 
in the previous year. 
So far dowry deaths are concerned, cases reported under section 302 and 
304B India Penal Code (IPC) shows an increase of 4.4% in 2000 over 1999 and 
26.8% over 1996. Cases reported under Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961 show a 
decrease of 6.1% in 2000 over 1999 but an increase of 8.6% in 2000 over 1996. 
Cases of cruelty also shows an increase of 4.5% in 2000 over 1999 and 29.8% 
increase over 1996. The practice of Sati is on wane in modern times. Still 
sporadically cases under Sati Prevention Act, gets reported. Not a single case of 
Sati has been reported in 1999 and 2000 by NCRB.^° 
Almost all of these 'deep-rooted social problems' find their roots in 
custom or religion. Sociologist like Bogardus and Mclver have pointed out 
• that 'people tend to abide by them of only because they are a part of their social 
heritage. Codified laws which suddenly prohibit a custom have not much 
chance of being welcomed. Custom when attacked laws in turn'. Considering 
this, it probably isn't too surprising that protective laws have not been very 
successflil.'" 
With rapid urbanization and industrialization of the century, exploitation 
of women in recent years has been a serious menance to our society. With the 
multiplication of legislation on various fields, with a view to improve the 
social, political and economic conditions and status of women, even the ancient 
forms of victimization, child marriage and premature consummation resulting 
in early and dangerous pregnariS4fts^ti;^i^ale infanticide, illegal abortions 
v* \ \ 
' )-a; 55 
dowry deaths, rape eve-teasing and various other forms of molestation of 
women still continue. In fact, since the passing of the Dowry Prohibition Act 
and even after several amendments to the I.P.C., Cr.PC. and the Evidence Act, 
dowry deaths are on the increase. The Hindu Marriage Act of 1955 and the 
Hindu succession act, 1956 securing for women the right to divorce and 
property have not automatically given women rights. Traditionally, girls have 
been considered a liability and the requirement to provide to them with a dowr\ 
on marriage, is a big burden. Thus with this new technology female foetus are 
aborted in large numbers.'*^ 
Women's health is given consideration only in terms of maternity, 
leaving women beyond the reproductive age, young, unmarried girls and 
widows outside health and nutrition schemes. The government's family 
planning programmes have a heavy gender bias.''^ The condition of elderly 
women is also not satisfactory especially those of widows. She has to earn as 
also run the house and raise her children, if she does not earn, her condition is 
even worse. If the widow has no issues, she has ir« work hard as a maid servant 
in her husband's joint family. She has neither economic security nor a say in 
decisions concerning her and her children. Families still believe that once a 
daughter is given away in marriage, she can not be given away again to another 
person. Hence, widow remarriage, though sanctioned by Hindu Widows 
Remarriage Act of 1986 seldom takes place and is discouraged.^^ 
Thus, we see that the condition of Indian women is very much shocking. 
The life of women in India is still surrounded by violence, neglect and 
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exploitation. This is happening everywhere in our country and the number is 
increasing alarmingly. Even the educated urban and well informed women are 
exposed to such events. Large section of women have suffered a decline of 
economic status. Even after the promulgation of these laws (legal measure), the 
protection enjoyed by the large masses of women from exploitation and 
injustice is negligible, though women do not numerically constitute in minority. 
they are beginning to acquire the features of a minority community by the 
recognized dimension of unequality of class, economic situation, status (social 
position) and political power. The chasm between the values of a new social 
order proclaimed by the constitution and the realities of contemporary Indian 
society as far as womens right are concerned remains as great as at the time ol 
independence.''^ 
It is clear that the status of women in Indian society has changed through 
many phase from ancient times to modem times. Though they have received 
very honourable place in society during ancient times, as time passed their 
status was not same. Women have gone through many tortures and ill-treatment 
throughout their lives. Even in modern times, in spite of many legislation for 
their protection they are still in inferior position. 
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CHAPTER-3 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE IN URBAN SETTING 
With growing urbanization new forms of violence have succeeded the 
old with changing technologies and greater opportunities. It is believed that 
urban way of life is characterized by intensive conflict of women values, rapid 
social change, increased mobility of population, emphasis on material good and 
individualism.' Rapid urbanization along with the growth of population and 
lack of space and education has led to various social evils. Greedful minset, 
economic benefit, a need to dominate along with overall degeneration of other 
social and moral values in society, has led to recent situation of increasing 
crime against women in India.^ 
In order to understand domestic violence in urban setting it is necessary 
to understand domestic violence that takes place in rural setting. The Indian 
rural economy is based on agriculture, 74% of the Indian population lives in 
villages. Their livelyhood mainly depends on agriculture and related activities. 
Most of the farmers are marginal farmers, owning even less than ten acres of 
land. Most of them cultivate only one crop. They cannot look after their land 
properly. Marginal farmers, landless labourers, scheduled caste communities. 
self employed workers whose occupation is connected with agriculture for 
more than 90% of the population in rural areas. The rural society continue to be 
a traditional one, characterized by a relativity slow rate of social change. Child 
marriage are common, women in rural areas have faith in the traditional way of 
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life. They do not have self respect or self confidence. Patience and tolerance are 
supposed to be inherent qualities of women. All these factors contribute to the 
domestic violence in rural areas. The dowry system is prevelant among the 
higher castes and rich families in rural areas. The middle or lower middle class 
also follow them to establish their status in society. The girl belonging to the 
poor family is more vulnerable to violence within her husbands house as her 
father is not able to fullfil the greedy demands of her in-laws.^ Some common 
socio-cuitural factor of rural communities under which women is the victim of 
domestic violence are: 
1. Rural patriarchal values, attitudes and belief are forceful in rural settings. 
2. Women in violent relationship live in extreme fear for their lives and the 
welfare of their children. Geographic isolation enhances this fear as there 
are few witness who can attest to the violence and intervene in emergency 
situation. Social isolation as an outcome '^ f geography, is rendered as 
more effectual to control and dominate womens physical and social 
mobility by their abusive husbands in rural settings. 
3. Increased frequency and severity of abuse have been associated with 
higher levels of womens economic dependence. 
4. Lack of anonymity and confidentiality is a significant problems of women 
in rural areas. Rural communities, by virtue of their small size and 
population, do not offer the kind of anonymity that women can find in 
urban areas. Since the degree of familiarity and social conformity is high 
in rural areas, women who disclose abuse or who utilize existing services 
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are vulnerable of being stigmatized and ostracized, especially if their 
spouses hold positions of power within rural communities. 
3.1 URBAN AREA 
An urban area is an area with an increased density of human created 
structures in comparison to the areas surrounding it. This term is at one end of 
the spectrum of suburban and rural areas. An urban area is more frequentl> 
called a city or town. Urban areas are created and further developed by the 
process of urbanization.^ Urbanization is a universal process implying 
economic development and social change. It is a structural process of change 
which means the movement of people from rural to urban places of residence. 
The growth of urban centre is the result of accelerated industrial and service 
function. An increase in the size of towns and cities leading to growth of urban 
population is the most significant dimension of urbanization. 
According to the Encyclopedia of Social Science: 
"Urbanization is characterized by movement of people from small 
communities concern chiefly or solely with agriculture to other communities 
generally larger where activates are primarily centre in government, trade, 
manufacture and allied interest".^ 
Indian Census Definition of Urban Area: 
In Census of India, 2001 types of town were identified (R.G.. 2001) 
a. Statutory town: All places with a municipality, corporation, cantonment 
board or notified town areas, committee, etc. so declared by state law. 
63 
b. Census town: places which satisfy following criteria: 
i. A minimum population of 5000; 
ii. At least 75% of male working population engaged in non-agricultural 
pursuits; and 
iii. A density of population of at least 400 person per sq.km. 
Urban Agglomeration: 
Urban agglomeration is a continuous urban spread constituting a town 
and its adjoining urban out growth (OGs) or two or more physical contiguous 
town together and any adjoining urban out growth of such towns. Examples of 
out growths are railway colonies, university campus, port area, military campus 
etc. that may come up near a statutory town or city. For Census of India, 2001 
it was decided that the core town or at least one of the constituent town of an 
urban agglomeration should necessarily be a statutory town and the total 
population of all the constituents should not be less than 20,000 (as per 1991 
Census). With these two basic criteria (R.G., 2001) having been met the 
following are the possible different situations in which urban agglomerations 
could be constituted. 
i. A city or town with one or more contiguous outgrowths; 
ii. Two or more adjoining towns with or without their outgrowth; 
iii. A city or one or more adjoining towns with their out growth all of which 
form a continuous spread.^ 
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3.2 URBANIZATION IN INDIA: 
Urbanization in India is a fact of the global trend towards growing 
urbanization. Indian urbanization has proceeded, like elsewhere in the world as 
a part and product of economic change and growth in agricultural, industry and 
services. In India, the process of urbanization is at a critical function. At 
present, India is among the countries at low level of urbanization. According to 
the Census 2001, only about 28% of the population live in urban areas. Inspite 
with such a low level of urbanization with its total urban population ol 285 
million growing at 2.7% annually, India has second largest urban population in 
the world, next only to China. With the impact of globalization and 
liberalization, urban areas are emerging as centres of investment. Much of the 
growth in the economy is the result of economic activities that are being 
concentrated in and around large cities. As a result, these cities are facing 
problem in terms of shortage and deterioration of urban infrastructure, 
increasing population and migration, warranting the need for investment in 
urban infrastructure with a good system of urban governance.^ 
3.2.1 Trends of urbanization in India: 
In 1901, only 25.85 million people, constituting 10.84% of the 
population lived in urban areas. In the hundred years since then, the urban 
population has grown nearly 12 times to 285.35 million in 2001, living in 4368 
town/UAs as against 1827 in 1901. The level of urbanization in India was 
27.78% in 2001 as against 25.72% in 1991 (Table 3.1).^ 
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Table 3.1 
Trends of Urbanization in India 
* * 
Figures include estimated figures for Assam. 
1991 figures include estimated figures for Jammu & Kashmir. 
Source: Census of India 1991, 2001 
Year 
1901 
. 1911 
1921 
1931 
1941 
1951 
1961 
1971 
1981* 
1991** 
2001 
Total 
Population 
(million) 
238.40 
252.09 
251.32 
278.98 
318.66 
361.09 
439.24 
548.16 
683.33 
844.32 
1027.02 
Urban 
Population 
{million) 
25.85 
25.94 
28.09 
33.46 
44.15 
62.44 
78.94 
109.11 
159.46 
217.18 
285.35 
Level of 
Urbanization 
(%) 
10.84 
10.29 
11.18 
n.\9 
13.86 
17.29 
17.97 
19.91 
23.34 
25.72 
27.78 
Decadal 
growth rate of 
Urban 
Population (%) 
-
0.35 
8.27 
19.12 
31.97 
41.42 
26.41 
38.23 
46.14 
36.14 
31.39 
Annual 
Growth rate 
of urban 
Population 
0.03 
0.79 
1,76 
2.81 
3.52 
2.30 
3.28 
3.68 
3.16 
2.70 
Number 
of towns/ 
UAs 
1827 
1815 
) 949 
2072 
2250 
2843 
2365 
2590 
3378 
3768 
4368 
3.2.2 Million Plus Cities in India 
Number of million plus cities have increased from 5 in 1951 to 23 in 
1991 and to 35 in 2001. About 37% the total urban population lives in these 
million plus/UA cities. As per 2001 Census the newly added million plus cities 
are 12 in numbers, they are Agra, Meerut, Nashik, Jabalpur, Jamhedpur, 
Asansol, Dhanbad, Faridabad, Allahabad, Amritsar, Vijayawada, Rajkot.'° 
Thus, the table 3.2 given, estimates the increase in population from 1951-2001 
in India's million plus cities. 
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Table 3.2 
Million Plus Cities in India: 1951- 2001. 
Rank 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
II. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
Cities 
Bombay (Mumbai) 
Calcutta 
Delhi 
Madras (Chennai) 
Hyderabad 
Bangalore 
Ahmedabad 
Pune 
Kanpur 
Nagpur 
Lucknow 
Surat 
Jaipur 
Kochi 
Combaitore 
Vadodra 
Indore 
Patna 
Madurai 
Bhopai 
Vishakapatnam 
Varanasi 
Ludhiana 
Population | 
1951 
12.97 
4.67 
1.44 
1.54 
1.13 
0.79 
0.88 
0.61 
0.7! 
0.48 
0.50 
0.24 
0.30 
0.18 
0.29 
0.21 
0.31 
0.32 
0.37 
0.10 
0.11 
0.37 
0.15 
1971 
5.97 
7.42 
3.65 
3.17 
1.80 
1.66 
1.75 
1.14 
1.28 
0.93 
0.81 
0.49 
0.64 
0.51 
0.74 
0.47 
0.56 
0.56 
0.71 
0.38 
0.36 
0.64 
0.40 
in million) 
1991 
12.57 
10.92 
8.38 
5.36 
4.28 
4.09 
3.30 
2.49 
2.1! 
1.66 
1.64 
1.52 
1.52 
1.14 
1.14 
1.12 
1.10 
1.10 
1.09 
1.06 
1.05 
1,03 
1.01 
2001 
16.37 
13.22 
12.79 
6.42 
5.53 
5.69 
4.52 
3.75 
2.69 
2.12 
2.27 
2.81 
2.32 
1.35 
1.45 
1.49 
1.64 
1.71 
1.19 
1.45 
1.33 
1.21 
1.40 1 
Thus, urbanization force many people to live in cities for financial, 
social, religious or cultural reasons. Urban areas encourage the economical use 
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of infrastructure, transportation, and space. It offers the widest variety of 
opportunities for education and financial betterment. Urban places are held 
together by the human desire to form societies, celebrate culture and establish 
meaningful social relations. Cities are the essential elements of almost all 
civilizations." Large population and urbanization often leads to squalid 
congested settlements and sets in urban decay. Urban decay is a process by 
which a city or part of city, falls in a state of disrepair, it is characterized by 
depopulation, property abandonment, high unemployment, fragmented 
families, political disenfranchisement, crime and desolate and unfriendly urban 
landscape.'^ 
3.3 PREVALENCE OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE IN INDIA: 
Women in India experience violence in various forms throughout their 
lives, and as discussed earlier it cuts across boundaries of caste, class, religion 
and region. Among the different types of gender-based violence domestic 
violence is the most common type prevalent in India. According to the National 
Family Health Survey-2 (NFHS-2), 2 P/o of ever married women in India have 
been physically mistreated by their husbands, in-law or other members of 
household since the age of 15 years (UPS 2000). 
Analysis of the prevelance rates of domestic violence incidents reveals 
statewise variation in India (Figure 3.1) Tamil Nadu shows the highest 
prevalence with 41% of women reporting domestic violence incidents since the 
age of 15 years. Andhra Pradesh, Kamataka, Meghalaya, Arunachal Pradesh, 
Mizoram, Orissa, Bihar and Jammua and Kashmir have prevalence rates higher 
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than 20%, where as New Delhi, Maharashtra and West Bengal shows 
prevalence rates less than 20%. Himachal Pradesh shows the lowest prevalence 
of 5.8%, followed by Kerala (10.1%) and Gujrat (10.2%)." 
Figure 3. 1 
Prevalence of domestic Violence in India 
NFHS-2,1998-99. 
State wise prevalence of domestic violence in India, NFHS-2, 1998-1999 
Source: UPS 2000 
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Findings from NFHS-2 (1998-99) 
Women who justified beating: 56% 
Rural: 60% 
Urban: 47% 
The Higher educational level, the less likelihood of the women justifying wife 
beating: 
Among illiterate women, 62% justified beating 
Among those who had completed high school, 37%) 
Women above the age of 15 whose husband had beaten them at some point or the 
other: 
Rural: 23% 
Urban: 17% 
The lower the standard of living, the higher the chance of women being beaten: 
Lowest socio economic level: 29%) 
Well off sections of society: 10%) 
Reasons for the rod: 
Neglecting home: 40%), 
Goes out without permission: 37%o 
Disrespect to in law: 34%) 
Unfaithful: 33% 
Bad cook: 25%) 
Money: 7% 
The longer the couple has been married, the higher the chance of domestic violence: 
Married for less than five years: 14%) 
Married and for more than five year: 23% 
Source: Arundhati Ray 14 
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On contrary, in the latest National Family Health Survey-3 (2005-06), 
over 37% married women in the country were victim of physical or sexual 
abuse by their husbands with Bihar topping the list. It has been indicated that 
37.2% women had experienced violence and cited lack of education as the key 
reason behind their woes. 
It shows that women with no education were much more likel> than 
other women to have suffered spousal violence. However, spousal abuse also 
extends to women who have secondary or higher secondary level education 
with 16% reporting abuse in survey said. 
In Bihar, women in urban areas faced worse than those in rural areas 
while 62.2% underwant the trauma in urban areas, it was 58.5% women in 
villages. It was followed by Rajasthan (46.3), Madhya Pradesh (45.8), Tripura 
(44.1), Manipur (43.9), Uttar Pradesh (42.4), Tamil Nadu (41.9), West Bengal 
(40.3) and Arunachal Pradesh (26.7). 
The survey showed that the country wide more women faced violence in 
rural areas (40.2) as compared to those in urban areas. 
Among the metres, the fairer sex was better off in Delhi (16.3) and 
Mumbai (19.5) recorded relatively low percentage as compared to Chennai 
(40.6) and Kolkata (26.7). 
Nearly, 17% women in Goa have experienced violence with 17.2% 
women in rural areas at the receiving end as compared to 16.4% women in 
urban areas. 
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In Chattisgarh, a total of 30% women suffered at the hands of their 
husbands, while in Jharkhand, the figure was 3'7%. About 40.8 % women in 
Jharkhand village found the going tough as compared to 24.6% in urban areas. 
In the hill state of Uttarkhand, nearly 28% experience violence with 
those in village 29.8% faced more than their urban counterparts. 
After Himachal Pradesh, women faced relatively better in Jammu and 
Kashmir (12.6), Meghalaya (13.1), Nagaland (15.4), Sikkim (16.5). and Kerala 
(16.4). Other states where women find themselves vulnerable are Assam (39.6), 
Arunachal Pradesh (38.8), Orissa (38.5), Maharashtra (30.7), Andhra Pradesh 
(35.2), Haryana (27.3), Gujrat (27.6), Punjab (25.4), Mizoram (22.5) and 
Kamattaka(20).'^ 
As the study discussed above, analysis from both the survey indicate 
that prevalence of domestic violence in India is on increase with high rate, 
except in the state of Meghalaya, Jammu & Kashmir, Karnataka and Nagaland 
the prevalence rate are low, it is also clear from both the survey that women in 
urban area are less vulnerable than in rural area. 
3.4 PREVALENCE OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE IN URBAN 
SETTING 
Urban settings represents a complex socio-economic and political force 
as well as distinct local culture and history portray the inferior status of women. 
The status of women improve with urbanization but discrimination against all 
vulnerable groups does not disappear.'^ Urban environment appears to offer 
greater anonymity to perpetrators of violence against women and girls. There is 
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a causal link between domestic violence and urban setting. In city women play 
a role of that of a housewife and wage earner. She takes on both traditional task 
and newly founded empowerment gives her to venture out. However both 
within the four walls of the house and outside women are considered to be 
weak as she battles with over crowding, congestion, deviant behaviour and 
other vices in society as crime, alcoholism, drugs, domestic violence and 
trafficking in human being etc. In these circumstances the status of women 
becomes vulnerable as she is the target of attack for assault and 
discrimination.'^ 
Domestic violence is generally under reported and reliable statistic are 
hard to come by women tend to feel shame, stigma, lack of confidence in 
protection by the law and fear of retribution. Cultural practices and the 
patriarchal system governing modem societies defines women's needs in 
according to men's are subordinate to them. The incidence of domestic 
violence in different urban settings of India are as follows: 
Delhi: Delhi continued to be unsafe for women, recording highest rate of crime 
against the fair sex at 27.6% against the nations average of 14.1%.'* In Delhi 
which has been labeled the crime capital by the National Crime Records 
Bureau (NCRB). H.P.S. Virk, Deputy Commissioner of Police Crime (Women) 
Cell, told Frontline that Indian marriage.<^  had become economic transactions 
between families. Among certain communities he said it was an 'open action'. 
There were fixed "rates" for prospective grooms depending on the area to 
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which the boy's family belonged. The rate he said, declined as one moved way 
from the main city. 
The Delhi Crime Cell started a helpline in 2002, which is used quite 
often. The cell has so far received 13,061 calls in 2006, it received 
approximately 15 calls a day, of the 4,907 calls finally attended by the cell, 
71% involved domestic violence, and only about 4% of the cases the police 
were able to broker a compromise. This suggests that increasingly women are 
speaking up domestic violence. In 2007, the cell received 9,166 complaints 
respectively where the number of cases registered was gradually increasing. 
There were 144 dowry deaths taken place in 2005, 137 death in 2006. and 132 
(upto November 30) in 2007. However, it was torture and cruelty accounted for 
the bulk of the crime against women in the national capital. There were 1.330 
cases of torture and cruelty in 2005, as against 1,739 in 2006 and 1,646 in (up 
to November) 2007 cases registered under section 498 A/406 of the IPC.'' 
Mumbai: Injuries to Indian women from domestic violence may be at least 
three times as frequent as official hospital record indicate. According to data 
from the casualty department of J.J. Hospital in Mumbai, 45 % of 745 women 
aged 15 or older who were treated in 1996 had been assaulted, while 21 % 
reported vehicular or other accidents as the cause of their injury, 15% cited self 
poisoning, 11% burns and 90% falls. Of there, 154 reported that they had been 
assaulted by their husband or another family member or by someone known to 
them, and three said they had been set on fire by their husbands. Twice as 
many (44%) were considered possible cases of domestic violence because the 
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women refused to name her assaultant or attributed her injuries to an accident 
or suicide attempt. This groups include 138 documented assaults with no 
information about the perpetrators, 70 burns attributed to a bursting stove or 
another cause and 122 attempted suicides. Roughly 80% of incidents classified 
as definite or possible cases of domestic violence were among women aged 15-
39 of all such incidents except cases of poisioning the majority of injuries (55-
62 %) were to the head, face, eyes, nose or neck. 
The NFHS-2 sample in Maharashtra was designed to provide estimates 
of domestic violence for the state as a whole for urban and rural areas, and for 
Mumbai. The survey was also designed to provide separate estimates for slum 
and non-slum areas of Mumbai. A target sample size of 4,000 completed 
interviews with eligible women was initially divided between urban and rural 
areas by allocating the sample proportionally to the population in the two areas. 
In order to provide separate estimates for Mumbai and slum and non-slum area 
of Mumbai, a higher sampling rate was used in Mumbai than in other urban 
areas. The target sample size was set to be 2,000 completed interview with 
eligible women, effectively raising the overall target sample size for 
Maharashtra to 5,500 women. 
According to the reports of respondents, 18 % of women in Maharashtra 
have experience violence since the age of 15, of which 2% have been beaten by 
their in-laws and 2% by other persons. This implies that among women who 
were beaten more than 9 out of 10 (92%) have been beaten by their husbands 
and 1 out of 9 have been beaten by their in-laws. For women who have been 
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married for less than five years are less likely to have been beaten (12 %) than 
women who have been married for 10 years or longer (19%). 
Urban women (17%) were slightly less likely than rural women (19%) 
to experience domestic violence. Relatively few women (10%) residing in 
Mumbai were likely to be beaten, however women residing in slum areas 
(13%) were more than twice as likely to be beaten as women in non-slum areas 
(6%). Illiterate women (23%) were much more likely to have experienced 
violence since the age of 15 than women who have completed high school 
women from nuclear families were more likely than from non-nuclear families 
to experience domestic violence. 
Chennai: A study conducted by Panchandeswaran and Koverola through a 
qualitative analysis in Chennai, "The Voices of Battered Women in a South 
Indian City: A Qualitative Analysis" showed various reasons of wife abuse in 
the family. It was based on the secondary data analysis by Crime Records 
Bureau (1990-1996), Chennai. The sample of 90 women who was currently 
married and separated or seeking divorced had been studied. The women who 
experienced abuse on the first day of marriage was 11%, within first month was 
32%, within 6 months 25% within first year 70%. The abuse were related to 
wedding arrangements, insufficient dowry, physical appearance and so on. The 
nature and frequency of abuse were psychological 49.2%, physical violence 
was 39.2% and life endangering physical abuse were 85% and sexual violence 
was 2.7% of the abuse, where as 79% were battered every day. The cause of 
violence was alcohol or drug use 51.1%, instigafion by in laws 46.6%, for 
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bringing insufficient dowry 41.1%, extramarital affaiM^,Ws^#^42l3% and 
irregularity of husbands employment 11.1%. Thus the study emphasised that 
women in her marital home is in a vulnerable situation in every aspect. 
Kolkata: West Bengal recorded the second highest incidence of domestic 
violence after Andhra Pradesh and accounted for the fourth high dowry deaths 
after Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and Madhya Pradesh, an NGO 'Swayam' said at 
seminar on 'Domestic violence' have citing an NCRB report. The NGO said 
that 19 women were murdered by either their husbands or family members-
while 160 cases of domestic violence were reported in 2005, i.e., 58319 women 
per year were abused in their own home. 
From the study of crime against women in Kolkata in 1996, it was 
evident that maximum case of violence against women in their marital women 
was perpetrated by the joint involvement of the in-laws and spouse. 
Amazingly, through the study of the individual cases, it was clear that it was 
women who tortured the bride both mentally and physically. In most such cases 
it was cruelty and dowry death or abetment to suicides. In many cases of 
section 498A, the cruelty and harassment was fo'- material goods.^ '* 
Bangalore: An investigation done in Kamataka's anti-dowry unit in India's 
fastest growing city Bangalore, estimated that only a quarter of the units cases 
were related to dowry harassment. Pratima, a case worker of Vimochana, a 
women organizations tracks the cases of married women who die unnatural 
death each year in Bangalore, more than half from bums. She has identified the 
cases from the bum ward of Victoria Hospital that the way married women 
77 
have be dozed in flames.^^ Of the 1,113 cases of "unnatural death" of women in 
1997, only 157 were treated as murder while 546 were categorized as 'suicides' 
and 430 as 'accidents'. Thus it was believed that most of the burn cases were 
actually attempted murders or suicides, but the women, fearful and dependent 
on their in-laws keep the secret. The unnatural death were usually the curve of 
non-fulfillment of dowry demands, statistic produced by Vimodhana showed 
that 90 % of the cases of dowry violence involve women from poor families, 
who were unable to meet dowry demands. 
3.5 TYPES OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE IN URBAN SETTING 
Women are vulnerable groups in all areas. With respect to violence, the 
evidence is revealing and irrevocable, not only are women particularly affected 
by many forms of violence, but most often these happen inside what should be 
the most secure of environment; their own homes. As united Nations 
Development Programmes annual Human Development Report (1995) 
commented: "In no society are women secure or treated as equal to men. 
Personal insecurity shows them from cradle to grave... From childhood 
through adulthood, they are abused because of their gender".^^ The attempt 
here is to understand types of domestic violence, though it is a difficult task to 
understand the situation in which many women within the four walls of their 
house are being abused in urban areas, as it is regarded as a strictly private 
affairs that it is not easy to analyse the depth of the problem. 
a) Dowry Harassment and Dowry Death: Dowry has been referred as a cruel 
custom and an insult to the dignity of women. It has been crystallized in our 
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society and despite of legislation, cases of dowry harassment and dowry deaths 
are increasing every year. Problem related to dowry have come to attention of 
Indian social workers form the 1960s onwards. Dowry induced violence may 
be physical or mental overt or covert. Never before have the demands for 
dowry been so exorbitant and so widespread as today. There is hardly a day 
when the cries of dowry victim are not echoed by the media. 
The origin of dowry came from the custom of Kanyadaan (giving the 
daughter in marriage) may have given rise to dowry. It is in the Rig-Veda ihal 
one comes across the concept of Kanyadaan. It was a custom in ancient times 
to give dakshina (obligatory gifts) after any type of daan (voluantry gifts). 
hence the tradition of Vardakshina following Kanyadaan. 
Dowry plays a major role in aggravating bribery and corruption in India. 
Parent consider marriage as the major occasion when their investment in their 
son's education can be recovered. Education of young women becomes 
problematic since parents are afraid of their ability to find groom who is 
equally qualified to their daughters since educated men demand more dowr\. 
In 1981, the Mahila Dakshata Samiti, New Delhi, gave the following 
facts of dowry demands^^:-
Educational level of the groom Dowrv expected 
Below SSC Rs. 1,00,000 
Engineer or doctor Rs. 3,00,000 to 5,50,000 
IAS and IPS Officers Rs. 4, 00,000 & above 
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These figures have now increased multifold, new careers have emerged 
in our society, for example, computers. It is as if, in India, marriage are 
becoming a financial transaction. One critic, Anupa Caleekal. commented on 
the rising levels of dowry, particularly during the last decade. "The price of the 
Indian groom astronomically increased and was based on his qualification, 
profession and income. Doctors, charted accountants and engineers even prior 
to graduation develop the divine right to expect a 'fat' dowry as they become 
the most sought after cream of graduating and educated dowry league". 
Harassment of the women due to dowry is quite common, and it appears that 
with a rise in socio-economic status, there is a commensurate rise in dowry 
demand and harassment. 
Dowry as a process of mental and physical harassment as studied b) 
Ahuja (1998) reports that in a study of 34 cases of dowry harassment, 26% 
reported ill-treatment within few days of marriages; 56% after 2-3 months of 
marriage and 18% after 5-7 months. 
In Mumbai, the anti-dowry cell 'Sakhya', which is now known as 
Women's Guidance Cell, a wide variation in the initiation of dowry-related 
violence. There were the cases in which the bride was subjected to violence on 
the wedding night itself, while some others were spared till a few month later. 
The harassment usually begin with verbal abuse and public insults. It gradually 
escalates to beating, burning with cigarette butts, starving locking the wife in a 
room, throwing her out of the house and finally murdering her.^° 
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Renuka Chaudhury minister of Women and Child Development 
informed that 6,000 dowry-death case were registered for three consecutive 
years (2004-2005) in the country. According to data compiled by the National 
Crime Records Bureau (NCRB), the number of dowry deaths reported in 2004 
was 7,026. The figure came down to 6,787 in 2005 before increasing to 7,618 
in 2006.^' 
Bride burning has been very prominent in the recent past. It has shocked 
the sensibility of the general public. In most of the cases bride burning seems to 
be associated with dowry demands where the victim is often a young and 
newly married women. The harassment and violence against the bride re\ olves 
around the demands for more dowry which often culminated in the death of the 
bride. The burning of brides have become so common in our society that the 
number of women being burnt, murdered and assaulted every year on the alter 
of dowry. 
"Everyday, almost every six hours, some where at some place, in India, 
a young married women is being burnt alive or beaten to death or being pushed 
to commit suicide. Over the past few yeas, the cases of bride burning has 
registered a sharp increase throughout India".^^ 
The figures from the Delhi alone show that a large number of reported 
case of bride burning had gone up to 690 which was the highest in 1985. Many 
more cases go unreported or recorded simply as accidental death in 
convenience with police officials. As many as 3,108 dowry complaints were 
filed in 1986 inspite of strigent laws. Over 90 % cases of women burnt in Delhi 
were registered as accident, on five percent noted murders and five percent a 
suicides. 
At three girls are burnt for dowry in Kamataka every day from 
December 2002, to March, 2003, over 150 women were admitted to bums ward 
in Victoria Hospital, Bangalore, with 80 to 100 % bums. In 2002, out of 632 
women who sustained bums (80 % cases were dowry related). 466 died. It has 
been revealed that cheap pump-action kerosene stoves are mainly used by the 
urban poor as a weapon of choice to attack on wives in many bride burning 
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cases. 
b) Wife Battering: The age old phenomenon of wife battering has unique 
manifestation in India. It is clearly associated with social pattern of the society 
where family feuds, excessive alcoholism and frequent demands of subsequent 
dowry instalments are quite common. In most of the Indian homes, wife 
beating is in fact one of most accepted crimes committed against women. In 
urban settings it exists mostly in slums and amongst, working class. In fact now 
it is gradually creeping among middle class and rich families as well.^ ^ The 
problem of wife beating is not confined to any particular strata of society alone. 
It exists every where though in different forms. Most of the women are 
harassed for a long time before they are murdered or driven to suicide and for 
every women who dies in her home, there must be a million more who are 
beaten and harassed, economically deprived and mentally humiliated.- '^' 
According to a project report of a population based survey conducted in 
seven sites of India by IndiaSafe (Study of Abuse in Family Environment in 
Inida), in which 10,000 women were taken as the sample group in seven cities 
including Bhopal, Chennai, Delhi, Lucknow, Nagpur, Trivendrum and Vellorc 
revealed that 45% of the women reported at least one incidents of physical or 
psychological violence in their families. Of these women, most experience 
multiple forms of violence and not once but several times in their life. The 
result showed a high prevalence of psychological abuse, as 43.5 % reported 
experiencing at least one incident of psychologically violent behaviour (for 
instance, insult, belittlement, threats of abondenment) The study highlighted 
the fact that severe physical violence was pervasive. Despite slaps being 
excluded from the survey 26.1% of respondents experience at least one 
moderate to severe form of physical violence, but with including slap it rose to 
40%. Thus the phenomena of physical violence appear to be fairly widespread 
in the community with severe forms being experienced by nearly one fourth of 
the married women (for example being hit, kicked or beaten).''' 
For instance, based on an analysis of cases which had come to the Delhi 
based women's organization, 'Saheli' it was evident that wife beating was 
common among all social classes as it "is a reflection of the power relationship 
between a husband and wife", which mirrors a women's secondary status.^ ** 
c) Female Infanticide and Female Foeticide: The life of girl child is in 
danger both before and after birth. The girls first right is the right to remain 
alive after birth and not to be killed quickly in her first few hours or killed 
slowly by neglect or indifferences. Poverty, ignorance of family planning, cost 
of dowry, etc are the possible causes of practice of female infanticide. Female 
infanticide is a most inhuman, uncivilized, barbaric, tragic event is taking place 
silently in India especially in the states of Tamil Nadu, Bihar, Gujarat, M.P., 
Maharashtra and Rajasthan. 
The killing of girl babies is frequently practice in Thar desert area of 
Rjasthan, particularly among the Bhil Rajput family. The infant is subjected to 
asphyxial deaths through manual strangulation of opium. The male-female ratio 
in this area is 750 females per one thousand males. 
Female infanticide is prevalent in several parts of the country, though it 
is perhaps best documented in Tamil Nadu. In Tamil Nadu, female infanticide 
belt stretches through the districts of Salem, Dharampuri, North Arcot, Periyar, 
Dindigul and Madurai. Hardcore regions like North Salem, South Dharampuri, 
South Dindigual and West Madurai account for practically 70% of all female 
infanticide in the state.^^ 
Sex selective abortion cases have become a significant phenomenon in 
several part of India. It transcends all castes, class and communities and even 
North South dichotomy. Many women are compelled to go for sex selective 
abortions which arises either out of social norms fostering son preference or 
because their lives are put at state in case they do not produce a son. They also 
face persistent abuse and exploitation if they do not get the abortion done.''" 
Diaz (1988) states that in a well known abortion center in Mumbai, after 1984-
85 almost 100% were those of girl foetuses."" Similarly, a survey report of 
women centre in Mumbai found that out of 8000 foetuses aborted in six city 
hospitals 7999 foetuses were of girls.''^ 
84 
According to the 2001 Census, Punjab and Haryana, two of the most 
affluent states in India have the lowest sex ratio of 793/1000 and 820/1000 
respectively for the 0-6 years section. The practice of sex determination 
through ultrasound largely started dominating scene since 1970s and early 
1980s especially in Punjab and Haryana. Slogans like "Boy or a Girl", "Spend 
500 now, save 5 lakhs then" flooded the entire Punjab. 
It was a shocking news all over Punjab, that there was a case where it 
has been recovered that atleast 15 aborted female foetuses from a well located 
behind a private nursing home in Patran (Patiala) was found in 2006, and it was 
informed that 30 to 35 foetuses was thrown in the well over the past three 
months.'*'* 
In Chandigarh with a population of just six lakhs; about 8000 abortion 
take place annually. As a result, the number of females to 1000 males which 
was 793 in 1991 came down to 790 in 1995. It is estimated in 1989 that 10000 
cases of female foeticide annually occur in Ahmedabad. Referring to the 
records of the primary health centres the report states that in 1995 there were 
3178 cases of female foeticide in six district of Tamil Nadu.'*^ 
A case study from a hospital in a city in Western India conducted from 
June 1976 to June 1977 reveals that of the 700 women who sought pre-natal 
sex determination, 250 were found to have male fetuses and 450 females. 
While all the male fetuses were kept to term, 430 of the 450 female fetuses 
were aborted."^ ^ 
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d) Incest: An area in which there is little available research is that child abuse 
within the home. There is utter silence around the sexual violation of the girl 
child in the family by her own relatives. Incest is one of the most ghastly. 
crimes. It is the most secret of all crimes, yet more common than imagined. 
The statistic of its prevalence is hard to find as many of the cases go unreported 
as most of victim and their family members are not willing to talk openly about 
the trauma. 
Elaborating about the long term effect of sexual abuse on the childs 
growth, Dr. Jitendra Nagpal, a consultant psychiatrist at Vidyasagar Institute of 
Mental Health and Neurosciences (VIMHANS), in Delhi, said, "Sexual abuse 
of this nature cracks the self esteem of the victim. Besides low self-esteem and 
sense of helplessness, the vitims also face difficulty in fomiing meaningful 
relationship when they grow up and they might even suffer from Post-
Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD). In extreme situations, the victim can even 
contemplate committing suicide.""*^ 
A study "Voices from the Silent Zone" conducted by RAHI (Recovering 
And Healing from Incest) in July 1997 involving 600 English-speaking women 
from middle and upper class families in Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai, Calcutta and 
Goa reflects that of the 76% of women who admitted of having been sexually 
abused as children 40% were survivors of incest, which only shows family is 
no safe heaven, as it is otherwise understood to be. The respondents were 
women between 18 to 65 years of age and were educated housewives, students, 
teachers, executives and other highly placed professionals."*^ 
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In 1996 survey by SAMVADA of 348 girls in 11 schools and colleges 
in Bangalore, 83% reported being eve-teased, 50% reported being molested. 
31% were reportedly raped. Of the abusers 75% were adult family members, 
and 50% of the time the abuse occurred at home. All classes of young girls 
were subject to the same level of abuse. The abuse was well planned. Among 
the abusers 73% were gainfully employed males. Most of these men were not 
sexually starved nor did they come from broken homes. 
According to a study conducted in 1997 among 350 school girls in Delhi 
by an NGO, Sakshi - Violence Intervention Centre, 63% of girls had 
experienced sexual abuse and 50%) of the time the perpetrator was a family 
members.^ '^  Thus, incest is, by far, the most common but least talked about 
oppression that many young girls silently suffer and survive in the country. 
3.6 CAUSES OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE IN URBAN SETTINGS: 
The causes of domestic violence are complex and numerous pieces of 
research have been dedicated in trying to understand them. The origin of 
violence within the family can largely be found in the social context and in 
analyzing the relationship between the sexes. In an earlier study. Levinson 
(1989) has outlines three factors that predict domestic violence. According to 
Levinson (1989), a pattern of using physical violence for conficting resolution. 
male authority in the home and a divorce restriction on women create 
conditions that are conducive to domestic violence.^' 
There are several causes of domestic violence, though alcohohsm and 
unemployment or financial constraints appear as a main causes, even non-
87 
alcoholic as well as economically stable families have an equal number of 
incidents, violence and cruelty due to dowry demands is also one of the most 
common causal factor peculiar to Indian society. Some of the causes of 
domestic violence in urban settings are as follows:-
a) Alcoholism: There is a strong association between alcohol use and family 
violence. The assumption is that it is the ill effect of alcohol that precipitates 
violence that would not otherwise occur. Colmen and Straus (1983) reported 
that men who drink often are likely to abuse their wives 15 times more than 
non drunkers. Some cross cultural studies of alcohol use and studies of marital 
violence points that men drink to have a social acceptable excuse for violent 
behaviour.^^ For instance; a micro level investigations from National Family 
Health Survey-2 1999, revealed that rural residents as compared to their urban 
counterparts drink, smoke and chew tobacco to a significant extent. In total, out 
of 79,500 women who are usual residents and currently married interviewed in 
the survey, 74500 were analyzed for study purpose. It empirically proved the 
life style indicators like alcohol consumption, smoking and chewing violence 
have a substantial relationship with the domestic violence. As studied, that the 
couples who never consume alcohol, the percentage of wife being never beaten 
was 86.3% as compared to 68.2% in case both husband and wife consumed 
alcohol. Thus, the differences in wife being beaten is more prominent among 
those who consume alcohols as compared to smoking and chewing. In case of 
alcohol those who consumed it physically mistreated their wives by 1.697 
times higher than those who are teetotalers." 
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b) Employment status: In urban setting economic independence is also one of 
the man source of womens empowerment due to various opportunities and job 
facilities. The relationship between work status of a women and her risk to 
experience domestic violence can be conceptualized in a way that women who 
are engaged in paid employment have more say over financial and household 
matters than women who are not active in labour market. However, transition 
phase towards autonomy of women, the changing economic control from men 
to women can also lead to incidents of violence for women. 
c) Extra Dowry demands: The fast urban life and changes in the economic 
status of individual increases the high social status which in turn leads lo 
greedy demands for dowry in the urban family. The extra dowry demands and 
the victimization of violence against women in her marital home is at a high 
level. The demands for goods or money by the boys side, the inability or the 
unwillingness, of the girls parents to pay up the lack of support structure and 
the incapability of the girl to walk out of the marriage often causes mental and 
physical torture and even causes death. The list of dowry demand are numerous 
and diverse and stretch beyond imagination ranging from cash for starting 
business to T.V., motor cycle, car, refrigerator, cell phone, lap top, few tolas of 
gold etc.^ ^ 
National Crime Record Bureau (NCRB) statistic show that even as 
dowry incidents have overall declined, the incidence of dowry death in the four 
metropolitants cities of Chennai, Delhi, Kolkata and Mumbai was 121 in 2001 
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and 181 in 2002. According to unofficial estimates nearly 25000 women are 
said to die due to dowry harassment, with many more left maimed or scarred. 
d) Education and Domestic Violence: As education has been one of the 
source of empowerment. It has given women the ability to gather and 
assimilate information, manipulate and control the modern worlds, secure and 
protect themselves from any form of violence. It is expected that women with 
higher level of education experience less violence, however it speculated that 
there may be a transition for women who have began their autonomy. For 
instance, the urban, better educated and economically active women may infact 
suffer more violence than other women precisely because of the greater agency 
they excert in their own lives, thereby challenging existing gender norms." 
As suggested by Homung, that men with higher educational status than 
women having both higher ascribed (on the basis of gender) and achieved (on 
the basis of educational attainment) status are mo-e likely to assert unequal and 
even violent power in relationship.^^ 
e) Marital Adjustment: Mal-adjustment due to various reasons between 
husband and wife is generally the cause of domestic violence. The 
maladjustment may arise both because of the personality characteristic of the 
husband as well as the wife and the environment in which marriage function. 
The adjustment of the daughter in law, particularly the working and the 
enlightened one is very difficult. Mother in law who are non-working and are 
under complete dominance of their husbands are jealous and frustrated at the 
independence of their daughter in laws. Temperamental maladjustment and 
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incompatibility in ways of thinking wori^ing. dressing up and behaving go on 
long way in making the husband and wife maladjusted. 
CASES 
1. Gurinder Kaur, daughter of Bhagwat Singh was married to Amarjit Singh, 
son of Kartar Singh (in Delhi). Since Bhagwat Singh and Kartar Singh were 
friends, no dowry was given or taken at the time of marriage. But soon after the 
marriage, demands were made for dowry and Gurinder Kaur became the victim 
of constant ill treatment by her mother-in-law. Amarjit Singh wanted 50,000 
rupees for financing his business and his mother wanted a necklace for her. 
Due to this account, ten months after marriage, Gurinder Kaur. aged 22 >ears 
was found dead of third degree burns from a kerosene fire in the bathroom.*' 
"2. For nineteen year old Rinki dreams of a happily married life was never to 
be. Barely a month after her marriage, she was allegedly tortured and then set 
ablaze by her in-laws for dowry in Indiranagar (Lucknow), daughter of Gyan 
Chand, a fish contractor, Rinki was married to Anil on April, 1999. However, 
soon after her marriage, balakram (Anils father) demanded a colour television 
instead of a black and white one and a motorcycle as well. When Rinki's 
mother failed to meet their demands, the teenage housewife was subjected to 
severe physical torture, allegedly by her husband and mother-in-law. After her 
death, her mother was informed that Rinki was charred to death when a 
kerosene lamp accidentally fell on her clothes caught fire. However, it 
appeared that the victim was first attacked, as her teeth were found broken. 
Injuries were also apparent on her wrist and chest.^' 
3. Ashriya married to Arun Dhabolkar on May 2005, in Mumbai had ended 
her life after her husband and in-laws tortured her suspecting her of having an 
extra-marrital affair, she was found hanging herself from the ceiling fan by an 
nylon dupatta. Her post-mortem revealed that Ashriya was four months 
pregnant. The deceased father Anand Dhabolkar said to police that her 
daughter was frequently harassed by Arun. He used to follow her wherever she 
went. Ashriya's parents spended rupees three lakhs on her wedding, inspite of 
this her in-laws and husband used to torture her to get money from her parents 
house. A suicide note was found in which she clearly mentioned that her last 
rites shall be performed by her parents. 
The magnitude of domestic violence in India has been hidden behind a 
cultural emphasis on the privacy and sanctity of the family and on self 
sacrificing womanhood. Beside, women tend to blame violence against them 
by justifying it on their own mistake or the perceived failure in discharging 
their wifely duties. The reluctance of women to walk out of home affected by 
domestic violence has also in a way increased their misery. The fear of being 
alone or of the future is the single most important reason. The hope that the 
husband will change the abusive behaviour keeps many victim bound to the 
affected home. The interest of children is also one of the factor, in which 
women keep bearing with violence for the sake of iheir children and extended 
family pressure. 
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Chapter-4 
LAWS OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE: A CRITICAL 
VIEW 
• The Dowry Prohibition Act (1961) 
• The Offence of Cruelty 
• Laws on Female Foeticide (Section 312-316 of IPC) 
• The Protection of Women from Domestic Violence 
Act 2005 
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CHAPTER 4 
LAWS OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE: A CRITICAL VIEW 
In India almost half of the Indian population are women. They have 
been discriminated against and have suffered and are suffering discrimination 
in silence in the civilized as well as in the primitive society. Even though self-
sacrifice and self-denial are their nobility and virtue, yet they have been made 
the victims of all inequalities, indignities, inequality and discrimination from 
time immemorial. These are some of the factors that prompt legislature to make 
various laws to give the women their due share. The Indian constitution which 
is the fundamental law of the land contains number of provision for the benefit 
and protection of the women. The concept of equality and non-discrimination 
finds its due place in Indian constitution. 
The Indian women's movement has consistently strived to bring 
women's issues out of the so-called private sphere. It has shown that the 
institutions of the public and private overlap in their effect on each other and 
that they cannot be looked at in isolation of each other. The spheres of the 
home, family and marriage have been critical institutional sites in the pre-
independence social reform campaign as well for the women's movement in 
1970s and 1980s not only highlighted such atrocities on women like dowry and 
wife-beating within the family, but also pointed out and questioned the ways in 
which the state passed off such acts of violence as private affairs that took 
place within the family and were of no concern to it.^  
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The attempt here is to understand the existing laws on domestic violence 
and their implementation. It highlights the ways in which the legal s>stem in 
India constructs the issues of domestic violence. Although the constiiuiion of 
India guarantees equal rights to women as individuals, women's access to 
justice has been severely curtailed in the name of private issue. Continuous 
struggle of women's group have lead to several amendments to the existing 
laws and the introduction of new ones. The implementation of the laws still 
remains partial and conservative, and convictions in cases of domestic violence 
remain minimal. The laws in this chapter are only concerned with the problem 
of domestic violence related to dowry, bride burning female foeticide etc which 
are mentioned in preceding chapter. 
Law in India, in its definitions of violence, does not recognize the 
myriad ways in which domestic violence occur. Nor does it take into account 
"the variety of reason for the different forms of violence within the domestic 
sphere. Despite many amendments to the law, domestic violence is still dealt 
with as invariably related to dowry. Section 498A and 304B of the IPC deal 
with or atleast ought to deal with, the issue of domestic violence-cruelty and 
harassment of wife, and wifes murder. The violence that takes place between 
members within the domestic sphere who are not related directly through 
marriage (like cousins, neighbours, friend, acquaintances and distant relatives) 
does not come within the ambit of these sections. If recognized, these offences 
are dealt with under a separate set of section and are sometimes categorized as 
unnatural offences.^ 
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4.1 THE DOWRY PROHIBITION ACT (1961) 
The Dowry Prohibition Act (DPA) passed in 1961, was intended to 
prevent the giving and taking of dowry, it has been amended in 1984 and in 
1986. Dowry, as defined by the Act, is the giving or taking of any property or 
valuable security by one party to the marriage to the other, or by the parents of 
one party to the marriage to the other or to any one else "in consideration of the 
niarriage". 
A series of judgements held that although it could not be proved that 
property had changed hands from the brides family to the bridegroom, it was 
not proved that this was "in consideration" of the marriage. This lead to an 
amendment in 1984, where the phrase "in consideration o f was changed to "in 
connection with" so as to make the prosecution easier. 
It was in 1986 that the Act was amended to make its provision more 
stringent by increasing the punishment to a mandatory minimum of five years."* 
Silent provisions of the Act provide that -
• Any property or valuable security (a document) through which any legal 
right is created, extended, transferred, restricted, extinguished or released 
agreed to be given by brides sides to the bridegroom in connection with 
marriage before or after marriage amount to 'Dowry'. 
• Demanding property in connection with marriage is a crime and is 
punishable. 
100 
• Advertising, offering property or money or both a share in any business or 
interest as consideration for the marriage is punishable. 
• Giving or taking dowry as well as helping in giving or taking dowry 
constitutes an offence. Whether the marriage took place or not is 
immaterial. 
• The punishment is imprisonment up to 5 yeai.- fine of Rs. 15,000 or if the 
dowry amount is more than 15,000 then an amount equal to the amount 
given or taken as dowry. 
• Case can be filed in the court of a metropolitan magistrate or judicial 
magistrate of the first class higher courts.^ 
Despite these amendments, many loop holes in the law remained 
concealed and women's groups remained content with the assurance that 
women can now invoke the law to get justice. Their faith in the legal 
machinery did not last long. Gradually, they realized that, not withstanding the 
amendments to the law, the problem of dowry still loomed large due to 
misinterpretation and non-implementation of laws.^ 
Section 304B, Indian Penal Code 
Section 304B, of IPC focuses on the dowry deaths. According to this 
section, "where the death of a women is caused by any burns or bodily injury 
or occurs otherwise than under normal circumstances within seven years of 
marriage and it is shown than soon before the death, she was subjected to 
cruelty or harassment by her husband or any relative of her husband for, or in 
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connections with, any demand for dowry, such death shall be called dowry 
death and such husband or relative shall be deemed to have caused her death. 
They shall be punished with imprisonment for a term which shall not be less 
than seven years but which may extend to imprisonment for life". 
This section can be used only for cases related to dowry. According to 
Sawmya Ray, no records is maintained and no complain made at the time of 
meeting dowry demands while the girl is still alive, it is extremely difficult to 
prove dowry deaths under this section. This section also presumes that women 
are harassed for dowry only within the first seven years of marriage. Overall, 
this section is not likely to benefit women to deal with domestic violence, as 
violence is not always related to dowry. From the words 'soon after her death' 
one can infer that it does not take into account the violence committed earlier, 
or the violence committed on a routine basis from day one, as a valid cause that 
may lead someone to commit suicide. Thus, abetment to suicide does not come 
under the purview of this section. Proof of dowry harassment by the husband or 
his family is a must for conviction under this section.^ 
4.2 THE OFFENCE OF CRUELTY 
Cruelty in the Indian legal system is basically defined as a form of 
marital cruelty and it is spoken of in section 498A of the Indian Penal Code and 
Section 113A of the Indian Evidence Act. Both these sections are amendments 
which were introduced in 1983.* 
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Section 498A, Indian Penal Code 
According to this section: 
"Whoever being the husband or the relative of husband of women, 
subjects such a women to cruelty shall be punished with imprisonment for a 
term, which may extend to three years and shall also be liable to fine." 
Explanation: For the purpose of this section "cruelty" means: 
(a) Any willful conduct which is of such a nature as is likely to drive the 
woman to commit suicide or to cause grave injury or danger to life, limb 
or heath (whether mental or physical) of tti'^  woman; or 
(b) Harassment of the woman where such harassment is with a view to 
coercing her or any person related to her to meet any unlawful demands 
for any property or valuable security or is on account of failure by her or 
any person related to her to meet such demand.'^  
The offence under section 498A is cognizable and non-bailable, and 
cannot be settled privately. For the police to be able to act, information relating 
to the commission of an offence under the section should be given to the officer 
in charge of a police station by the victim, a person related to her by blood. 
marriage or adopfion, or any one of certain specified public officers."^ 
Positively, this secdon does not use the term dowry (it only makes an 
indirect reference to 'unlawful demand for property') to define cruelty and 
includes mental cruelty. Hence, it is broad enough to be used in situations of 
domestic violence where the cause of violence may or may not be dowry. On 
the other hands the use of term 'grave injury' gives space for subjective 
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interpretations of the gravity of violence. As it does not specify the standard's 
on which the gravity is measured, it ignores the everyday violence suffered b\ 
women. 
The Section 113A of the Indian Evidence Act: 
This Act states that a court may presume, having regard to all the 
circumstances of a case, that the suicide of a married women has been abetted 
by her husband or by her in-laws if it is shown that she committed suicide 
within seven years of getting married or that she had been subjected to cruelty 
by her husband or by her in-laws. 
Explanation: 
To Section 498A does not make each and every harassment cruelty. The 
harassment has to have a definite object, namely to coerce the women or any 
person related to her to meet such demand. 
The initial burden of proof is still on the prosecution to show that the 
women was subjected to cruelty. It is only after this the presumption under 
Section 113A Evidence Act applies. The introduction of Section 498A and 
Section 113A have not altered the requirement of standard of proof'^ 
4.3 LAWS ON FEMALE FOETICIDE (SECTION 312 - 316 OF IPC) 
In our country female foeticide has always been regarded as social, 
moral and legal wrong. Under Indian Penal Code, 1860 Section 312 and 313, 
penalties have been laid down for causing miscarriage whether it has been 
caused with or without the consent of women, the Section 315 of IPC, the PIC 
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even provides punishment whosoever before the birth of an child does any act 
with the intention of thereby preventing that child from being born alive, but 
under certain situations the right to abortion has been recognized under the 
Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act, 1971. Section 3 of this act provides for 
the termination of pregnancy by a registered medical practioner only where its 
continuance would invoke a risk to the life of the pregnant women or grave 
injury to her physical or where there is a substantial risk that if the child was 
bom it would suffer from which physical or mental abnormalities as to be 
seriously handicapped. 
But in practice this has provided a license to every registered medical 
practitioner to terminate pregnancy whether it is fit case within the exception or 
not. There is no method to check whether the reasons specified for termination 
of pregnancy are true or not. De-regularizalion has resulted into a new type of 
criminal behaviour practiced by the medical practitioners. 
The problem of female foeticide became so acute that activist group. 
media persons and intellectuals demanded State intervention. A concerted 
compaign in Mumbai under the banner of 'Forum against sex-determination 
and sex pre-selection', supported by groups in other states, led to the formation 
of an investigation committee and later the formulation of bill in 1988 which 
ultimately was passed in 1994 as the Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques 
(Regulation and Prevention of Misuse) Act which came into force on Januar> 
I, 1996. 
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The Act, has not considered to be effective due to many shortcoming as 
below: 
(1) Penal action could be taken under the act only when a women 
complained that she was forced to undergo a test and kill a female foetus 
unfortunately, the number of such complaints coming to the knowledge 
of state government was almost negligible. 
(2) The act, suffered from another shortcoming. It was not clear who should 
be punished for female foeticide - mother, husband, relatives or the 
medical practitioner. Though the act made erring doctor punishable but 
left the question of revocation of license to the Indian Medical 
Association, which hardly took any action in such situation. 
(3) Widespread advertisement by various clinics providing prenatal sex 
selection could not stopped as the act related to testing in a pregnant 
woman. The question of pre-conceptional sex planning was not covered 
by this act. 
To remove shortcoming of the PNDT Act, 1994, an amendment has 
been made by the Amendment Act, 2002. Present Act, the Pre-Conception and 
Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques (Prohibition of Sex Selection) Act, 1994, 
aims to check female foeticide even in pre-conception stage and for this, it 
prohibits sex selection not only after conception but even before conception. 
The present act hopes to be much more stringent in nature and 
endeavours to control sex selection of the foetus even at the pre-conception 
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stage. But it will be too early to comment on its effectiveness to control female 
foeticide in India. 
4.4 THE PROTECTION OF WOMEN FROM DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE ACT 2005 
As India has adopted the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Discrimination against women and the Universal Declaration of Human Right, 
it ensures that women are given equal right as men and are not subjected to any 
kind of discrimination. The Constitution of India guarantees substantive justice 
to women. Article 15 of the Constitution provides for prohibition of 
discrimination against the citizens on grounds of religion, race, caste, sex or 
place of birth or their subjection to any disability, liability or restriction on such 
grounds. Article 15(3) gives power to the legislature to make special provision 
for women from Domestic Violence Act was passed in 2005.''^ It was 
introduced in parliament on the 22"^ ^ of August 2005 and thus created as a Bill, 
and which has come into effect on l(i^ of October 2006. The Act have stressed 
upon the need for its effective implementation so that more women could 
benefit from it. It is a comprehensive law and addresses all issues related to 
women. It also identified harassment to a woman on her family member by 
way of demands for dowry.'^ Thus, the Act covers all the areas of domestic 
violence against women. 
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Main Features of the Act 
Definitions 
Domestic Violence: The term domestic violence includes elaborately all forms 
of actual abuse or threat of abuse of physical, sexual, verbal, emotional and 
economic nature that can harm, cause injury to, endanger the health, safety, 
life, limb or well-being, either mental or physical of the aggrieved person. The 
definition is wide enough to cover child sexual abuse, harassment caused to a 
woman or her relatives by unlawful dowry demands, and marital rape. 
The kinds of abuse covered under the Act are: 
1. Physical Abuse 
• an act or conduct causing bodily pain, harm, or danger to life, limb, or 
health; 
• an act that impairs the health or development of the aggrieved person: 
• an act that amounts to assault, criminal intimidation and criminal force. 
2. Sexual Abuse 
• any conduct of a sexual nature that abuses, humiliates, degrades, or 
violates the dignity of a woman. 
3. Verbal and Emotional Abuse 
• • any insult, ridicule, humiliation, name-calling; 
insults or ridicule for not having a child or a male child; 
• repeated threats to cause physical pain to any person in whom the 
aggrieved person is interested. 
4. Economic Abuse 
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. depriving the aggrieved person of economic or financial resources to 
which she is entitled under any law or custom or which she acquires out 
of necessity such as household necessities, stridhan, her jointly or 
separately owned property, maintenance, and rental payments; 
• disposing of household assets or alienation of movable or immovable 
assets; 
• restricting continued access to resources or facilities in which she has an 
interest or entitlement by virtue of the domestic relationship including 
access to the shared household. 
5. Domestic Relationship: A domestic relationship as under the Act includes 
live-in relationships and other relationships arising out of membership in 
a family. 
6. Beneficiaries under the Act: 
• Women: The Act covers women who have been living with the 
Respondent in a shared household and are related to him by blood, 
marriage, or adoption and includes women living as sexual partners in a 
relationship that is in the nature of marriage. Women in fraudulent or 
bigamous marriages or in marriages deemed invalid in law are also 
protected. 
• Children: The Act also covers children who are below the age of 18 years 
and includes adopted, step or foster children who are the subjects of 
physical, mental, or economical torture. Any person can file a complaint 
on behalf of a child. 
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Respondent: The Act defines the Respondent as any adult male person 
who is or has been in a domestic relationship with the aggrieved person 
and includes relatives of the husband or male partner. 
Shared Household: A shared household is a household where the 
aggrieved person lives or has lived in a domestic relationship either singly or 
along with the Respondent. Such a household should be owned or tenanted, 
either jointly by both of them or by either of them, where either of them or both 
of them jointly or singly have any right, title, interest or equity in it. It also 
includes a household that may belong lO the joint family of which the 
Respondent is a member, irrespective of whethei- the Respondent or person 
aggrieved has any right, title or interest in the shared household.'^ 
This act is basically the declaration of the basic intent of the law, namel> 
the object of preventing domestic violence; it is clear and unambiguous 
statement of right to be free from domestic violence and it is recognised as a 
violation of the human rights of the women. 
This act is supposed to change the definition of domestic violence, 
which captures women's expensive of abuse with some degree of precision; it 
gives right to reside in shared household so that rights can be protected within 
that household; it gives the relief to protect the women from violence; there are 
the availability of infrastructure to the victims of violence that can make the 
remedy accessible; this act brings about clarity and simplicity of court 
procedures; it does the monitoring of the function of the law, as it serves its 
intended purpose; it provides a coordinated response to domestic violence by 
recognizing the role of other agencies such as NGO's, the medical profession, 
shelter homes and the police in assisting the prevention of domestic violence. 
There are certain liabilities and restriction imposed upon the respondents 
under this act, as well as the Act does not permit any female relative of the 
husband or male partner to file a complaint against the wife. In case of 
establishment of guilt, there is a fine of Rs. 20,000 and imprisonment upto a 
year.'^ 
Apparently, these new law also addressees with loopholes as it is 
misused by shrewd women to trouble the innocent husband to score a point 
over them on many matter and many wrong complaints have been lodged. The 
provision of shelters and home to distressed women is a must for shielding 
them and government has not allocated any budget for the same. A woman 
cannot muster up the courage to make a complaint if she knows that she has to 
come back into the same house and prove that she is being wronged. The 
government has to allocate a budget and make alternative arrangements for the 
distressed when before it can except the women to make proper use of the 
law.'^ 
The search for freedom from domestic violence is often a long and 
arduous process. Women are still thought of as the private property of men. 
The male dominated criminal justice system offers very little legal remedy for 
women who seek it. The vast majority of the instances of violence may never 
be officially detected, even though they may have a profound negative effect 
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on the well-being of battered women and their children. The law is a tool that 
can facilitate the search for safety and freedom. Although the misuse of the law 
may be quoted as one of its negative aspects and many critics may rule out its 
positive ramifications, the very fact that now the boundaries of the law have 
been spread is a welcome relief, and a much and long needed respite for 
women, every law has its own loopholes. 
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CHAPTER-5 
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS 
Violence against women in one form or anotlier is an evil that has 
plagued women-kind over since human civilization. Women have always been 
considered to be inferior to a man as a consequence of which they live their life 
under the yoke of male dominance. Despite the fact that we are now in 21" 
Century, little has changed in the lives of the majority of Indian women who 
even today continue to suffer in silence, fatalistically accepting this as their lot. 
According to the United Nations Declaration on the Elimination of 
Violence Against Women, General Assembly Resolution, 1993. "Violence 
against women is a manifestation of historically unequal power relations 
between men and women, which have led to domination over and 
discrimination against women by men and to the prevention of the full 
advancement of women." 
In recent years, the issue of violence against women has been 
recognized as a basic human rights issues and the elimination of the gender 
based violence has been seen as central to equality, development and peace. 
Violence against women includes not only physical violence, but also sexual, 
psychological and emotional abuse. Many forms of violence are not even 
recognized as such and are ignored, condoned or justified, by involving 
religious cultural or traditional beliefs. Women regardless of age, educational 
level, class, caste, community and family living arrangements are vulnerable to 
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violence. They face violence both inside and outside the family, at all stages of 
their lives. 
Violence against women is an important force that helps to keep the 
structure of patriarchy intact. It makes gender discrimination a live and 
terrifying experience for women, and ensure tl^ ese subjugation. The term 
gender based violence is used to describe acts that cause physical, sexual a 
psychological harm to women. Such acts are based in the unequal relations that 
exist between man and women in society. The most important thing to 
remember about gender-based violence is that, it is all pervasive which occurs 
in all kinds of situation within the family, at the workplace, in public place in 
the community, and even when the custody of the state and at all stage of 
women's life. It includes threats or fear which is a permanent constraints on the 
mobility of women and limits their access to resources and basic activities. 
Among the many manifestation of the violation of the fundamental 
rights of women docmestic violence is one the most vicious. It takes place 
behind close doors, the very doors which are meant to protect women from the 
hazards of the outside world. Women are always considered weak, vulnerable 
and in a position to be exploited. Family which was perceived as an arena of 
love, affection, gentleness, and centre of solidarity and warmth has now 
become a center of exploitation, assauh and violence ranging from slapping, 
hitting, homicidal assault by one member of the family on the other, by 
husbands and in-laws, harassment for dowry or for any other reason. Dowry 
deaths, wife beating, female child abuse and abuse of elderly female in the 
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family are also included in the domestic violence against women. The study 
here deals with the understanding of domestic violence in marital relationship 
wehre a women is abused and it also examines the abuse of girl child in her 
family by their own family members. But it explains the occurrence of 
domestic violence in the area of urban setting which have been identified in the 
different context. 
In the first chapter the researcher has identified the term of violence in a 
broad aspect through a multidisciplinary term, where different social scientist 
have explained violence in their own way. As social violence have been 
identified in the structure of the family where individuals are deprived of their 
rights which establishes physical violence, socio-psychological violence is 
understood in the sense of aggression which is dealt with interpersonal 
behaviour violence, whereas economic violence relates violence to rule against 
the exploited class in which there is oppression and force used by class. 
political violence explains two types of violence that is establishment violence 
and the violence of the masses and the classes; it also shows the term politics is 
the struggle for power and the ultimate power is violence. The entire discussion 
on the problem of domestic violence as contained in this work centres around 
the fact that while the problem is as old as institution of family, the perception 
of its problematic aspects is relatively recent. It aims in making clear the 
concept of domestic violence which is a demonstrating problem and has 
reached the epidemic proportion, it involves the systematic use of force, threats 
and intimidation by one partner upon another in order for the dominating 
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partner to have control over the victims. The worst forms of verbal, 
psychological, physical and sexual violence are committed against women in 
their homes. Denial of food, insistence on perverse sexual conduct, turning a 
women out of house or confining her in house and denying access to minor 
children constitutes mental torture. The amount of reliable information on the 
magnitude of the problem is insufficient, due to the difficulties that arise 
because of the victim of domestic violence are generally reluctant to complain 
about their victimization due to acceptance of the superiority of the offender 
and due to there religious belief, social attitude and cultural norms. Their in-
ability to cry out and complain about their oppres.sion and abuse is also due to 
their weak structural position arising out of gender and age old disabilities. 
The second chapter makes an attempt to understand the changing status 
of women in India. It gives a view of womens social condition in the society, 
the way she was surrounded in the web of social custom and practices. It 
appeared that the ancient hindu society had a flexible structure. There was 
equality between men and women. Women were given freedom to move about 
in society and to take part in public life. This gives an idea as to how women 
too have their own contribution to make the societies development and 
progress. Later on many barbarous practices developed and women were 
confined to a subordinate status. Women were not considered equal to man, it 
was directed that she should be in the state of dependence and suppression. The 
deterioration of women started with Manu, who equated women with slaves 
and opposed that a women should never be independent. He led societ> to 
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consider a women to be a perpetual minor and as sucii should always be looked 
after by others. Education was denied to her and she was consigned to the 
shadows of ignorance. With the advent of medieval period the practice of 
purdah started where women used to be behind purdah and lived in seclusion. 
Women was known as a weak, helpless and powerless species. A wife was 
treated as a property of her husband. Custom like Sati and Jauhar were 
practiced where a women had to led her life by immolating herself on her 
husband's funeral pyre. Later on polygamy, prostitution and child marriages 
were practiced on a high level. All these evil practices gave a way of reforms 
by various eminent leaders so as to remove such evil practices from the society. 
With this reform movement the familial, social and legal position of women 
was greatly improved during British period. With independence the status of 
women changed and various laws per passed to protect women from various 
unjust practices like dowry, sati, immoral trafficking of women, female 
foeticide etc but still women are going through various deprivation and are 
considered to be in subordinate position. 
The researcher in the third chapter investigates domestic violence in 
urban setting. It highlights the area of Mumbai, Delhi, Chennai, Kolkata and 
Bangalore. Though, information regarding it, is hard to get and insufficient, it 
tries to explore how rampant is domestic violence in urban setting. First and 
foremost this chapter explains the understanding of urban setting in brief way 
and also identifies the million plus cities of India. Prevalence of violence in 
urban areas, are a result of low social cohesion, weak family life and low socio-
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economic status due to population explosion, congestion and low resources 
allocation. It is in this urban space that the lives of people become complex 
with constant pressure to find a suitable living space or an identity. The urban 
educated relatively well-off and partly conventional section of society where 
the value system is less harshly patriarchal than before, but where gender 
discrimination and oppression still continue. The types of domestic violence in 
urban setting have been explained like dowry violence and dowry death, wife 
battering, female infanticide and foeticide and sexual abuse of girl child. This 
kind of violence usually can occur in any kind of setting whether rural or urban 
but the study mainly highlights the violence that occur only in urban setting. 
Dowry demands are on rise in urban areas, and this dowry is the main cause 
which give rise to various violence that takes place in matrimonial home 
against women in the form of dowry death and wife battering torture of the 
bride for extorting more money and consumer goods resulting sometimes in 
death (either through suicide or outright murder by burning camouflaged as an 
accident while cooking), continue on a large scale inspite of relatively stringent 
legal provisions. The culprits are rarely arrested more so, rarely convicted. The 
battering of wife is quite common in our society whether rural or urban. The 
male monopoly of domestic authority and decision making powers increased 
women's dependence on their husbands in the family. Husbands use violence 
against wives to reinforce their dominant position, because use of coercive 
methods by husbands against wives have societal approval. Women tolerate the 
torture silently keeping it all within themselves sometimes to keep the famil> 
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fabric intact. Men wlio batter their wife, always exhibit a pattern of coercive 
behavour establish and maintain power and control, often have low self esteem 
and gain a sense of power by humiliating and controlling their partner. 
The study also emphasis that undesirability of daughter still remains 
deeply entrenched in the Indian psyche, and new form of eliminating girl 
babies through female foeticide is becoming prevalent through the diagnostic 
technique of amniocentesis, basically designed for detecting foetal 
abnormalities - to determine the sex of the foetus followed by the selective 
abortion of female fetuses. It also examines abuse of girl child by the members 
of their family, the cases of child sexual abuse of innocent girls in their family 
which is the most worst type of violence again female child also occurs overtly 
and covertly in educated, well to do socially mature families. The causes of 
domestic violence in relation to urban setting is also focused in the chapter. The 
researcher has identified that excessive alcoholism, educational level of 
women, extra-dowry demands, maladjustment between husband and wife. 
employment status are among the main causes of domestic violence. 
The last chapter highlights the laws on domestic violence through a 
critical view. There is an urgent need to recognize that domestic violence is a 
serious crime against society, that many women are regularly beaten, burnt, 
tortured, and in some cases even killed by their partners, husbands, in-laws a 
co-habitants. The laws has tried to check it, which is evident from the various 
acts passed by the legislature and the amendments made in the provision of 
existing law from time to time, but it has failed to evoke the desired initiative 
from the victim on account of: (a) victims acceptance of the superiority of the 
offender; (b) the denial of the charges by victim themselves due to their 
religious belief and social attitude; and (c) proper attention not being given to 
the nature and gravity of the crime in punishing the offender. Few provisions 
are available under the Indian Penal Code, 1860 (IPC) that can be used to 
address the issue of domestic violence. The introduction of section 498A in 
1983 was significant in bring domestic violence out of the closet, but this 
section with its specificity to dowry demands ignores other factors of violence. 
Other offences of assault, hurt, grievous hurt, dowry death, murder, etc are also 
often used against the perpetrators of violence. These remedies however are not 
enough to deal with the complexities of domestic violence because the violence 
inflicted is not by a stranger, but by an intimate partner of the victim. 
SUGGESTION 
(1) Without changing the basic view of women as inferior, servile, self-
sacrificing and as essentially instruments of sexual gratification and 
reproduction, the problem of domestic violence cannot be resolved. 
(2) Domestic violence is to be treated as a societal problem rather than 
personal affair. This can only be possible with the elimination of public 
and private domain dichotomy, which needs transformative action to 
change the patriarchal society to a society free from gender inequalities. 
Efforts should be made to bring attitudinal change towards gender roles 
and gender stereotyping. 
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(3) All social institutions should adopt a preventive approach while dealing 
with the cases of domestic violence, rather than opting for a corrective 
approach. Efforts should be made to change the family structure from 
hierarchical to gender equal. 
(4) Lastly, there is a need to generate awareness so that the attitude of society 
should be congenial towards the victim, particularly of doctors, 
counsellors, institutions, police and the social workers. 
LIMITATIONS 
The study is going through certain limitation due to lack of information 
about the domestic violence in urban settings. Whereas the researcher has 
identified the causes of marital violence, the causes of abuse that place against 
the girl child in their family has been ignored. 
m 
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